06/ 08/ 1997
No di scussion on Umo charter review, says PM

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad sai d Umo has not di scussed any possibility
of reviewing its constitution to extend the tenure of all posts in the
party fromthree to five years or nore.

"This is just a hearsay. W have not discussed this,” the Prime Mnister
and Umo president told reporters after visiting several devel opnent sites
i n Langkawi yest erday.

Terengganu Umo |iason committee chief Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad early
| ast nonth proposed that the tenure be extended as nenbers are involved in
too many el ections before the party's general el ection.

Dr Mahat hir has been in Langkawi since Monday when he | aunched the
i naugural five-day Langkawi Gshkosh East Fly-1n convention and exhibition

Earlier, Dr Mahat hir expressed his satisfaction on the progress of the
RVM65 mllion International Shooting Range Mal aysia at the foot of Qunung
Raya i n Langkawi .

KLK Sdn Bhd nanagi ng director Kanal Shafie said the conpany expects to
conpl ete the shooting range conplex by the end of the year, in tinme before
t he Commopnweal th Ganes schedul ed Septenber next year. KLK is the conpl ex
contractor.

"W have devel oped sonme 40ha of the 200ha sites allocated for the
complex. In fact, the physical structure of the conplex is al nost
conpleted,” he told reporters after Dr Mahathir's tour of the conpl ex.

Besi des the shooting range, Dr Mahathir al so viewed the progress of the
renovati on and | andscapi ng works at Gal eria Perdana in Kisap, Ml aysia
Book Village in Lubuk Sem|ang, and Konpl eks Budaya Kraf in Tel uk Ewa.

Works on the renovati on and | andscapi ng of Galeria Perdana, a nuseum
housi ng several itens presented to the Prime Mnister, started early this
year and is expected to be conpl eted by next nonth.

Continental Action Sdn Bhd is undertaking the renovati on and | andscapi ng
wor ks at the Gal eria Perdana.

Twenty-one artisans from Uzbekistan are also involved in the RML nillion
project to design and undertake the carvings of the interior of the roof.

Dr Mahathir also said he may or may not want to meet American currency
trader George Soros, the "rogue specul ator” he held responsible for the
specul ative attacks against the ringgit and ot her Associ ati on of Sout h-
East Asian Nations' (Asean) currencies.

Soros had said he was prepared to neet the Prime Mnister to clarify his

posi tion.
"It is not a question whether (Soros) is willing or not.
"It is a question of whether | amwlling to neet him" said when asked

if he woul d neet Soros.

Soros had al so proposed a public discussion with Dr Mahathir on the
i ssue.

He deni ed his conpany was i nvolved in the specul ative attacks on Asean
currencies, including the ringgit.

Asked when he will neet Soros, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know. | have
not decided. | will informyou (on the decision)," he said.
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