23/ 12/ 1997
No expressway toll rise next year: Samy Vel lu

Kamar ul Yunus

THERE will be no increase in toll rates along the North-South Expressway
(NSE) and New Kl ang Val | ey Expressway (NKVE) for next year, Wrks Mnister
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said.

"This was agreed by the Cabinet in its nmeeting | ast week. There will be
no risein toll rates next year due to the present econom c problens in
the country.

"Thus, the current rates will not be increased. This is a good new year
message fromthe Cabinet," he told reporters after the | aunching of Tota
Transparent Project Managenent (TTPM systemin Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Deputy Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Affifuddin Onar, who represented Deputy
Prime M nister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim |aunched the
TTPM whi ch was jointly produced by Daya I nformati on Managenent Systens
(DIM5) and Oracl e Mal aysia Sdn Bhd.

Sanmy Vel lu declined to el aborate whether the Governnent will have to pay
conpensation to the two conpani es which were awarded t he concessi on for
the NSE and NKVE due to the decision not to increase the toll rates al ong
t he expressways.

"The Governnent |ast week decided not to allow Projek Lebuhraya Ut ara-
Sel atan (Plus) and Expressway Lingkaran Tengah Sdn Bhd to increase the
toll rates along the NSE and NKVE respectively, for next year.

However, he said the Government has asked the ministry to negotiate with
the two conpani es on the future arrangenent of the toll system including
the possibility of extending the concession period for Plus and Elite.

"Don't ask (about conpensation). Qur (Government) nessage is to tell the
people that there will be no increase in toll rates next year because the
Governnent feel the present econom c situation does not warrant such rise
intoll rate. "The Government has deci ded we should al so talk to PLUS and
Elite whether to extend the concession period or not.

"W don't know whether PLUS and Elite agreed to that. But we have
al ready conveyed the nesssage to the two conpani es.

"The question whether they accept or not does not arise.

"This (no increase in toll rates) was decided by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim For nore details, we will discuss later,” he added.
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