04 NOV 1997
Parl i anent - U am
NO STATEMENT WAS EVER MADE ON DI SBANDMVENT OF ULANMA ASSQOCI ATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad di d not nake any statenent calling for the disbandnment of the U ama
Associ ation, the Dewan Rakyat was told today.

The Parlianentary Secretary in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk
Haji Muhamad Abdullah said the U anma Association was registered under the
Societies Act 1973 and it could be dissolved at the request of the
association itself or because of any violation of the Act.

Haji Mihamad said this when replying to Haji Bunyanmi n Yaakob
(PAS- Bachok) who wanted a clarification as to whether Dr Mhathir was
serious in wanting its dissolution and what was the criteria used in
arriving at the decision.

Mohd | sa Sabu (BN Kangar) said the words attributed to the Prine
M nister were a political slander against Dr Mbhathir

He al so wanted to know whet her action agai nst such slanderers could be
taken under the Internal Security Act.

Muhanmad said the governnent did not consider it that serious to take
action at that |evel

"At times there are sone leaders in the ulanma association who deviate
fromthe objectives of the association and sone of them make statenents
which hurt the feeligns of government |eaders," he said.

"They should in fact discharge their actual duties.However some are
found to be supporting others and need sonme criticismin the interest of
the association itself,"” he said.

He said if there was any association which attenpted to disrupt
national unity, the government would have no alternative but to take action
t hrough established procedures. -- BERNAMVA
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