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Nor wegi ans | ooki ng for partners

Adel i ne Ong

NORWEG AN conpani es are now | ooki ng for Mal aysi an partnership to further
enhance their stake in the nedical field in Ml aysia, said Norwegi an Trade
Counci| manager for medi cal equi prent, M Knut Larsen.

Speaki ng at the press preview of the 2nd Sout h- East Asian Heal t hcare
Show & Conference 97 in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, Larsen said Norwegi an
medi cal conpani es are doi ng so because they see a potentially | arge market
in the region.

"I'n the next 20 to 30 years, the Asian market for nedical equi prent and
services is going to expand since Asia will experience a high percentage
of elderly popul ati on.

"Since there hasn't been nmuch attention given to this part of the world,
Nor wegi an conpani es are now realising Asia's huge potential and is coning
over," he added.

As separate entities, he said Norwegian small- and nedi umindustries
have neither the financial ability nor the staying power to nove into the
Asi a- Paci fic region.

"As they position thenselves to conpete in Asian nmarkets, Ml aysia can
expect a large flow of trade and investnents here.

"Norwegi an conpani es have a | ot of experience in providing aid worl dw de
since we have the human resources and equi pnent," he said.

Norway supports US$1 billion a year in nmedical aid and supply sone
US$300, 000 worth of nedical supplies to war-torn countries such as Bosni a
and Rwanda.

"Nor wegi an conpani es have realised that they need to wi den out the
spectrum of products especially when it cones to Mal aysia,"” he said.

So far, there are about 60 Norwegi an conpanies in Mal aysia, majority of
themin the manufacturing concerns such as Jotun Paints, Dynochem
Scanl ab, Scanasia and Vi ki ng Askim

Hi gh technol ogy ni che products in environnmental technology, oil and gas,
shi ppi ng gear, hydropower, fishing and aquacul ture, autonotive parts and
defence are anpong areas where there is cooperati on between the two
countri es.

An exanpl e of a conpany interested in Ml aysia is Norceme Norway, a
medi cal equi pnent conpany.

Its president M Jan Karlsen said Norcenma is planning to nmake its
presence felt in Malaysia especially in the area of field hospitals.

Nor cema manufactures a flexible nedical emergency hospital unit conposed
of different nodul es called the Norwegi an Mobil e Hospital and D saster
Unit (NorHosp).

Karl sen said he had di scussion with the Mal aysian arny to see if they
were interested in purchasi ng NorHosp since NorHosp was designed for
surgi cal treatnment of both injuries sustained in disasters and arned
conflicts.

"However, NorHosp can al so be used for other purposes, such as the
i ntroduction of health services to rural areas."

Norcema has a joint venture partnership with a Japanese pharnaceuti cal
conmpany in which it invested US$500, 000 and owns 42 per cent.

Karl sen said that its partnership and office in Tokyo will act as the
regional centre for its activities in the Asian region.

Besi des Nor Hosp, Norcema of fers physiotheraphy, lifting, decontam nated
equi prrent and anti decubitus (a special mattress to prevent bed-sores).



Norcerma wi Il have a booth at the 2nd Sout h- East Asi an Heal t hcare Show &
Conf erence " 97.

The 2nd Sout h- East Asi an Heal t hcare Show & Conference " 97 was sparked by
| ast year's success on "Rehabilitation of the Disabled and Care for the
El derly" show.

This year's event will enphasi se on energency nedici ne, traumatol ogy and
sports nedicine. This includes energency and di saster preparation
equi prent, occupational health and safety nmeasures, rehabilitation, home
care, nedical |aboratory and sports nedicine.

Organi sed by ABC Exhibitions, the event will be held on April 3-5 at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre and will be officiated by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.
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