07 SEP 1997
Mahat hir-Cul ture
NOT MJUCH DI SCUSSI ON ON CULTURE - MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 7 (Bernamm) -- Umo del egates attending the just
concl uded party general assenbly were not nuch spirited in their debate as
they did not have the opportunity to criticise but had to di scuss academn c
subj ects such as culture.

Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said not nany del egates
di scussed the role of culture and Islam in noulding character even though
he had raised these matters in his policy address.

"The debate this year was not as lively as in previous years as there
was no opportunity to criticise....," he said.

"If a race does not succeed, it is not because of its skin colour,
climate or because its religion was not suitable or any such thing."

"The reason why a race does not succeed is because its culture cannot
be reconciled with success...if it can be reconciled then it wll succeed,"”
he said.

"Culture is the sumtotal of the values held by a race,” he added

Dr Mahathir said he had on nunerous occasions raised the question of
culture even in the books witten by him such as "The Malay Dilenmma" and
"The Chall enge".

He said the Japanese and the Gernans were able to rise fromtheir
defeat in the Second World War and devel op their destroyed econom es
because they had a culture which could be reconciled with success

Dr Mahathir said in the Japanese culture, the sense of shane was
intense, so intense that in the past they were willing to comrt suicide or
"harakiri" because of shane.

"If put to shanme, they feel it very nmuch and to prevent this shane from
befalling themthey will find ways and neans to achi eve success. The
Japanese are also hardworking, determned and brave," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Gernans were a very disciplined people and were
able to rebuild their nation and had becone stronger than the countries
whi ch defeated themin the War.

Thus it what was inportant here was the values of a race and its
culture but unfortunately not many discussed this and the role of religion
he sai d.

At a press conference after the general assenbly, Dr Mahathir said
del egates did not speak nuch on the questions of culture and religion
probably because they were adopting a cautious attitude

He acknow edged that it was difficult to debate these questions as it
coul d be m sunderstood.

Asked about the Kuala Lunpur City Hall's nove to arrest people for
i ndecent dressing at entertainnment outlets, Dr Mihathir said the matter
woul d be studied to establish whether the City Hall action was in line with
its regulations or otherw se.

Asked on the call for the party elections, scheduled for 1999,to be
held in the year 2000, the Prine Mnister said the matter had not been
consi dered by the party. -- BERNAMA
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