28/ 04/ 1997
Not -so-right feeling at concert for wonen

Hi sham Har un

YOU are a fighter of wonen's rights and naturally you do not tol erate any
injustice towards wonen. But in an effort to raise funds, you organi se a
concert which unwittingly has an itemwhich pokes fun at wonen. Not
politically correct isit, even if the "jokes" are directed at certain
quarters.

This was basically what happened at the All Wnen's Action Society's
(AWAM fundraising concert - "Break the Silence! Cel ebrating Wmen's
Voi ces" | ast week where Datin Paduka Mari na Mahathir was the patron.

The organi sation - which has been canpai gning for Viol ence Agai nst Wnen
for the past 10 years - had invited Instant Cafe Theatre who did a spoof
of the Sound of Misic nunber "My favourite Things".

Wth inmprovised lyrics, the performing trio - Sandra Sodhy, Shantini and
Sukani a Venugopal - had unwittingly belittled wonen, by playing the parts
of rich I adi es who had phil anderi ng husbands, who didn't care what their
husbands were up to or who they had affairs with, as long as they were
gi ven noney to shop, shop, shop

No doubt their little nusical sketch drew | aughs but there were al so
those in the cromd who were di spleased with their antics.

The group's next performance agai n showed wonen in a not-so-favourabl e
light when it featured two not-too-bright women. One was a politician and
the other a beauty queen, who planned a far-fetched alliance to hel p wonen
in their causes.

Maybe it was just a fun skit, a comment on current politics. But why was
it that only the women were nmade to | ook Iike fools and becone the subject
of scorn and ridicule at a special night for wonmen?

Thankfully, there were also sone fine, "nore appropriate" itens.

This included a splendid poemrecital, witten by Ann Lee (who was the
host that night) entitled This Thing Call ed Rape, well-delivered by Jit
Murad and Arfah Abdul | ah.

The duo, in an easy, |ight-hearted manner, expressed their concern of
how rape cases are treated by society.

In acall tofind a cure for rape, the duo were actually caustic towards
policy makers and society at |arge. Through the poem they inpressed that
rape is not to be taken lightly as howit is being tackled today.

Jit and Arfah enmphasi sed that the fight agai nst rape should be nade a
national priority.

"Why not | et Mal aysia be known as the country to have succeeded in
elimnating rape for all tines, by the year 2020 naybe?" the duo
suggest ed.

Anot her inspirational performance was by The Shakti Dances. They did
t hree dances on donestic viol ence, sexual harrassnent and on a
rel ati onshi p between nan and wonman.

O the three, the first performance was the nost absorbing. It portrayed
a wonan who was often sexual |y abused by her husband, who wanted to run
away but was afraid to go out on her own.

She | eaves but ends up returning hone again, enduring the pain and
torture of her violent, abusive husband and suffering in silence behind
cl osed doors. The performance drove hone a strong nessage.

The ni ght ended with singer Prema Lucas showi ng of f her singing prowess
and rendering several nunbers.

Al inall, it was a pleasant night of entertainnment but it would have



been nore neani ngful had the organi sers been nore focused, and not just
| et anything pass in order to get the |aughs.
( END)
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