17/ 09/ 1997
NTT research centre's conpl eti on brought forward

Kamar ul Yunus

IN a further show of confidence in and conmmitnent to the Multinedia Super
Corridor (MSC) project, N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corp (NTT) of Japan
has brought forward by one year to 1998 the targeted conpl eti on of
construction of its research and devel opnent centre.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in comrending NTT for its
substantive i nvol vement in the devel opnent of MSC, said he was glad to
hear that the NTT research | aboratory will now be ready next year, instead
of 1999.

"I'n Malaysia, we are a little bit in a hurry. Actually, we nornally do
t hi ngs yesterday which shoul d be done today... therefore | wish this NIT
facility could already be on the ground today.

"But | amquite patient... | can wait until the end of next year," he
said at the launching of NTT's new Mal aysi a- based subsi di ary conpany, NTT
M5C Sdn Bhd, in Kuala Lunpur |ast night.

Dr Mahathir said NTT, one of the pioneering conpanies involved in the
MSC, has been very supportive of the project right fromthe very
begi nni ng.

Expressing the hope that NTT will continue to cooperate with Malaysia in
bringing the project to fruition, the Prime Mnister said the conmpany had
started participating fromthe early stages of planning and had provi ded a
| ot of advice and gui dance on how to proceed with the setting up of the
MSC.

On NTT MSC, Dr Mahathir said the conpany, with an initial capital of
Rv6 mllion, will work closely with | ocal conpani es and gover nnment
agenci es.

"At the sane tine, NIT itself has entered into an agreenent with the
Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp for the devel opnent of the Miltinedia
Uni versity where they will give a |l ot of equiprment, schol arshi ps and ot her
support,” he added.

The worl d should not fear the changes bei ng brought about by the advent
of the Information Age, the Prime M nister said.

"The future is going to be very different sinply because the enphasis
will no | onger be on nmechani cal industries but rather on know edge- based
activities.

"We wel conme this shift although we ook to the future with sone fear
because we do not know exactly what will happen.™”

A clearer picture of things to cone is enmerging, "but what we forecast
will not be exactly what will happen. Thus, it is very inportant that we
try out things," Dr Mahathir said, noting that this is the premise for the
devel opnent of the MSC.

Meanwhi | e, NTT president and chief executive officer Myazu Junichiro
said NTT MSC will focus on two main areas of activities - to carry out
research and devel oprment, and provi de conmuni cati on services to corporate
clients.

"Qur research centre will also work with | ocal universities and
institutions.

"W are happy to participate in the expansi on and devel opnent of the MSC
as well as Mal aysia's econony," he said, adding that in the spirit of
smart partnership, NIT is ready to collaborate with | ocal conpani es.
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