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NZ keen to transfer expertise

Ham sah Ham d
NEW ZEALAND i s keen to transfer its technol ogy and expertise in
shi pbui I di ng and yachting to Ml aysi a.

New Zeal and Trade Devel opment Board trade conm si oner Barbara Kohl er
said Malaysia will benefit from New Zeal and' s | ong-est abl i shed experience
in sailing and shi pbuil di ng.

"Yachting in New Zealand is a way of [ife. W'd like to transfer our
skills and expertise to other countries,” she said at a press conference
to introduce New Zeal and' s yatchi ng chanpion, Sir Peter Bl ake, at the
Royal Sel angor Yacht Club in Port Klang yesterday.

"Currently, three New Zeal and conpani es are negotiating with their
Mal aysi an partners to transfer technol ogy in shipbuilding," she said.

Asked to el aborate on the joint venture, Kohler said the conmpanies are
still in the negotiating.

She said the conpanies are planning to build cost-efficient sail boats
to enable |l ocal people to take up sailing at a cheaper cost. "They w ||l
al so build tow boats," she added.

On the size of the shipbuilding industry in New Zeal and, Kohler said
that | ast year, New Zeal and exported NZ$400 million (NZ$1 = RML. 76) worth
of power- and sail -boats.

"It is a big industry in New Zeland. Currently, we have 88 boat-buil ders
as well as suppliers," she said.

According to her, New Zeal and has transfered its technol ogy and
expertise to Malaysia in areas such as tel ecomunications, forestry, bio-
technol ogy, nmari ne-engi neeri ng and def ence technol ogy.

"We (New Zel anad) are a small country and we are not a mass-produci ng
country. As such, we concentrate on areas which have specialised market,"
she not ed.

She said New Zealand will al so assist Ml aysia' s Rakan Miuda programme to
pronote sailing anmong the youths

New Zeal and wi Il provide trainers and assistance in the curricul um and
the preparation for the youth yatching programe, she said.

Meanwhi | e, Bl ake said that he had hel d di scussions with Ml aysia Yacht
Associ ati on (MYA) president Datuk Johan Ariff on the youth yatching club
"W will work closely in developing sailing interest anong the youths

here.

"The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is a keen yacht man
and he is pushing for the devel opnent of marine industry in Malaysia," he
sai d.

Despite the general belief in Malaysia, Blake said yachting is not an
expensi ve sport.

"I'n New Zeal and, if you have a little dinghy and |ife-saving jacket, you
can go sailing. You don't need to join a yacht club," he said.

Johan, when net by reporters later, said that MYA is | ooking for a coach
to train the country's yacht teamfor the SEA Ganes in Jakarta in Cctober

He wel cones the introduction of sailing as one of the events in the
forthcom ng Sukma (Sukan Mal aysia) in 1998.
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