25/ 04/ 1997
obst acl es nust be got rid of first

Farish A. Noor
INresponse to CH Gallop's letter, "Witer should build bridges' (NST,

April 22), | would like to point out a few facts. As sonmeone who wor ks on
the difficulties of inter-cultural and inter-civilisational dial ogue and
communi cation, | have always found that one of the major obstacles to

contact has been the denonisation of the i mage of other cultures and
soci eti es.

Despite Gall op's suggestion that | am singl e-handedly responsible for
t he denoni sation of the West, the fact that it is the global nedia (that
is controlled and based in the devel oped Western world) which still holds
enormous i nfluence in deternining the agenda on issues rangi ng from human
rights to the environnent.

It is the sane gl obal nedia (based in the West, mind you) that is al so
responsi ble for | opsided reportage on Africa, Asia, the Far East and the
I sl am ¢ worl d.

Al'l that | have been doing is to point out the nunerous cases and
i nstances when the nmedia of the West parades its propaganda in the guise
of the truth

If this anbunts to "using the hospitality and traditional tolerance" of
countries like England to attack its "tradition, institutions and
beliefs", | would submt that Gallop has gotten the wong end of the
stick.

The peopl e he ought to be condemming are those Western personalities who
continue to abuse the openness and hospitality of non-Wstern countries
(Mal aysia included) in order to portray themin a negative light. This is,
in fact, one of the conclusions that was arrived at during the
i nternational conference on the denonisation of the image of Islamheld in
Penang two years ago.

The findings of the conference were subsequently edited and conpil ed by
myself into the book Terrorising the Truth.

The participants to the conference included acadeni cs, schol ars and
researchers fromall over the world, including the West.

The contributors to the conference noted that there was, in fact, a
sustained attenpt to distort the i mage and meaning of Islamthe world
over, and the blane was laid at the feet of governnents and nedia of the
West as well as the non-Western world that have begun to toe the sane
I sl anpbphobi ¢ |i ne.

In order to build bridges, the obstacles to genuine and equal contact
have to be denolished first. This is why there has to be a sustained
attenpt to nonitor, respond and chall enge the distorted i mnages of |slam
the Islamic world as well as Africa, Asia and the Far East that continue
to descend upon us fromthe ivory towers of the Wst as well as satellite
di shes.

It is therefore ironic that Gallop chooses to end his letter by quoting
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call to Miuslins to project
an i mage of tolerance, when we know that he has al so been one of the nost
vocal critics of the conduct of the Western-controll ed nedi a, whose
attitudes have hardly changed fromthe bad ol d days of Enpire.

Farish A. Noor
London
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