10/ 07/ 1997
OCM still relevant and involved in the Ganes, says Sieh

Randhi r Si ngh

THE A ynpi ¢ Council of Ml aysia yesterday di sm ssed the notion that they
have been |l eft out of the Commobnweal t h Games organi sation structure with
the aboli shnent of the Ganes managenment conmittee of which their
president, Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Samah, was a joi nt-chairman

OCM general secretary Sieh Kok Chi said in Kuala Lunmpur that OCM are
still relevant and involved in the Ganes.

"Hanzah is a Sukom (Ganmes organi sing conmittee) board nmenmber and menber
of the Ganmes Council chaired by the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. We have four nenbers on the Sukom board," said Sieh.

Si eh said OCM vice-president Tunku Inran Tuanku Jaafar is al so chairman
of two of the 15 mejor committees under Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin. Inran heads the marketing and sports conmittees.

On Tuesday Muhyi ddi n announced t he revanped executive commttee which
now conpri ses 15 sub-commttees. They report directly to him Mihyiddin
sai d the managenent comrittee jointly chaired by Hanzah and Jen (rtd) Tan
Sri Hashi m Mohamed Ali has been di ssol ved.

O her than Hanzah and Inran, Datuk Al ex Lee and Dr P.S. Nathan are other
OCM representatives on the Sukom board.

Lee, in his capacity as vice-president of the Cormonweal th Ganes
Federation (CGF), has al so been included in the Sukom executive committee
under the Sukom board.

Si eh said OCM wel comed the government's effort to place the entire
machi nery at the di sposal of the organising commttee.

Si eh said the nove does not cone as a surprise as it is quite conmon for
the governnment to be involved in organi sing such Ganmes in the past.

"I'n fact, it should have happened earlier (Government's invol venent).
There was no way the Ganes coul d have been organi sed wi t hout Gover nment
support,” said Sieh.

Si eh said history has proven tine and again that Games of such magnitude
need CGovernment's assi st ance.

"Fromsecurity, finance and transport it is the Governnent that takes
the | ead. W have al ways acknow edged it."

Si eh was commenting on the acting Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s directive on Tuesday to all Governnment departnents and agenci es
to place their machinery at the disposal of the Ganes organi sing
conm ttee.

Anwar nade the call after chairing the Cormonweal th Ganes Counci
nmeeting at the Sports Mnistry.

Si eh said the revanp of the Ganes structure has gone down well with the
CGF. Their secretary, David Dixon, was in Kuala Lunmpur on Tuesday and has
been briefed on the subject by Sukom
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