13/ 09/ 1997
Ofer totrain Kyrgyz officials in six sectors

Fauzi ah Ismail in Bi shkek
Bl SHKEK, Fri: As a devel oping country, Ml aysia's resources to help fellow
devel opi ng countries such as the Kyrgyz Republic are linited.

The only effective manner in which it can contribute is through training
and sharing of experience, including provision of hands-on training, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today.

Speaki ng at the handi ng over of the Ml aysi a-Kyrgyz Republic joint
econom ¢ study report to President Askar Akayev at CGovernnment House here,
Dr Mahathir identified six sectors in which Ml aysia can effectively offer
training.

These are: banking, financial sector and the fiscal systen |egal and
constitutional affairs; trade and i ndustry; energy sector; agriculture;
and transport.

Dr Mahathir said Kyrgyz officials can be trained on the tax and fisca
systemw th Malaysia's Inland Revenue Board, Royal Custons and Exci se
Depart ment and Bank Negara. The training and skills upgradi ng of Kyrgyz
senior central bank officials will include nonetary fiscal policies,
commerci al bank operations, risk assessnent and managenent, and pronotion
of investnents.

"Banking is a critical sector, for a sound financial sector goes a |ong
way towards building investor confidence,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Mal aysi a, he said, can also assist in the setting up of a Ml aysi an
| ndustrial Devel opnent Authority-type organi sation and the setting up of
an agency to oversee the managenent of a free trade zone.

Kyrgyz officials can be attached to Mda to | earn about the fornul ation
of industrial policies and the pronoti on and managenent of investnent.

Mal aysi a can al so expose Kyrgyz Republic judges and legal officials to
various aspects of commercial law, legislative drafting, |egal education
and | egal aid education.

A total of 15 Kyrgyz governnent officials have already undergone
trai ning under the Ml aysi an Techni cal Cooperati on Progranme.

These training courses and study visits began in 1992 and are conti nui ng
wi th several Ml aysian agenci es such as the Economic Planning Unit (EPU)
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment, the National Institute of Public
Admi ni stration, National Library, Cooperative College of Ml aysia,
Institute of Di plomacy and Foreign Rel ations, Institute of Medica
Resear ch, National Archives and the Tun Razak Broadcasting Centre

Later, Dr Mahathir and Akayev witnessed the signing of the conplenmentary
agreement on econoni c cooperation between the Mal aysia's EPU and the
Kyrgyz M nistry of Finance.

EPU director-general Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man and Kyrgyz Fi nance
M ni st er Toal aybek Koychumanov si gned the docunent.
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