09/ 12/ 1997
O C leaders likely to adopt vision statenent

Lokman Mansor in Teheran

TEHERAN, Mon: A special docunent, outlining the vision for Mislim
countries and their people, will be presented to the Organisation of
I slamic Conference (O C) Sunmmit, which begins tonorrow.

The statenent, which was di scussed by the O C foreign mnisters during
their final session of the preparatory neeting yesterday, is expected to
contain principles and approaches to be adoped by the 55-nenber countries
in dealing with future chall enges and probl ens.

The mi nisters had hel d an open brainstorm ng session on what they hoped
to see for Muslins in the next century, and felt that a special docunent
on their discussions should be drafted.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said his | ndonesian
counterpart Ali Alatas told the session that Ml aysia was al ready drafting
a vision statenent on the future of the Mislim ummah.

"W got the views of many foreign mnisters present at the O C, and they
supported the nove. W will work closely with the host, Iran, to finalise
the statenment before it is presented to the sunmit," he told Ml aysi an
journalists here yesterday.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad arrived here today to
attend the three-day summit, which is the last to be held in this
m || enni um

Wil e stressing the need for Muslins to prosper and live in peace and
stability, the statenment is also expected to commit O C nenbers to a
policy of non-interference and anti-terrorism

"W stated our hope that problens faced can be resol ved t hrough peacef ul
negotiation, without resorting to aggression or nmilitary force," Abdull ah
sai d.

It is stressed that any interference in the donestic matters of any O C
menber country i s unacceptabl e under any circunstances. "Don't interfere.
This is the right and freedomof the country.”

Abdul | ah sai d cooperation anong O C nmenbers mnmust al so be enhanced to
ensur e sust ai nabl e economi ¢ devel opnent, protection of the environnent,
and the curbing of aggression and trafficking of drugs.

"I amsure that when it is ready, this will be a very significant
document, because it contains principles which are inportant for Mislins
today and in the future,” he said, adding that while not |egally binding,
O C nenmbers will be norally bound to the spirit and letter of the
docurent .

Abdul | ah sai d the two-day di scussi ons anong the foreign mnisters were
held in a cordial atnosphere.

"W were particularly pleased when two resol utions, which we felt m ght
be difficult to resolve, were eventually agreed to by the O C Arab
countries concerned," he said.

The first addresses the encroachnment by Turkish forces in northern Iraq.
It calls for respect for the sovereignty of Iraq and consequently the
wi t hdrawal of Turkish troops.

The second states that nilitary cooperation between Turkey and Israel is
agai nst the policy of the AOC.

As for Malaysia's nove to have O C deliberate on problens related to
currency specul ati on, Abdullah said three paragraphs on the matter will be
included in the sumit's conmuni que, and not in the Teheran Decl arati on,
as the latter would only provide the i ssue a passing nention.



The paragraphs are expected to note the O C s concern over the financial
mar ket turbul ence which has exerted pressure on the econoni es and
financial systems of several countries, including OC nmenbers.

The need to understand the dynani cs of gl obalised capital and currency
markets is al so expected to be stressed, as well as efforts to exam ne the
structure of global financial systemand the inplications of |arge short-
termcapital flows and various nmarket operations.

( END)



	OIC leaders likely to adopt vision statement (NST 09/12/1997)

