27/ 08/ 1997
One good deed Soros did for us

VWan Ee Lin

YQU know t he good deed billionaire trader George Soros did? In case you
were one of those abducted by aliens | ast nonth and you are now goi ng
"Soros who?", allow ne to explain. Soros is the man Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad named as the cul prit behind the vol atil e novenent
of the ringgit in the currency market.

Anyway, one good thing arising fromthis is that Soros has succeeded in
hamering sone "ringgit-sense" into Mal aysi ans (an achi everent,
considering that is what the Governnent tried to do, albeit
unsuccessfully, in the previous Budget).

I have drawn up a conprehensive plan to "conbat" Soros' actions and to
prevent anot her recession here.

Now, don't start |aughing and saying "howis a 16-goi ng-on-17-year-old
going to prevent a recession in the country?" |Instead, why don't you
follow nmy ideas so that we can prevent a najor inflation in Ml aysia.

* Buy Malaysian first. You don't need Dol ce & Gabbana, N ke and Versace
clothes to | ook good. What matters npost is whether you feel good about
yoursel f.

* Do not spend nore than your allowance. Yes, sone of you do own
suppl enentary credit cards but it doesn't nean that you can spend freely
j ust because you're not paying the bill

* Return your nobile phones to the phone conpany (sanme goes for the
credit card). There are enough public phones and besi des, have you noticed
there's always no line if you have to nake an enmergency call?

* Why drive if you can take a bus.

* Save part of your allowance in the bank. You don't have to spend every
sen you get.

* Persuade your girlfriend/ boyfriend that going to Lake Gardens is
better than going to the Boyzone concert. This is not called kiasu, it is
bei ng PRACTI CAL.

* Be a "Ml aysi an” nmai d on weekends. Then, we won't have to pay so nuch
money to foreign workers.

* Save on phone bills. Contrary to what you think, Tel ekom Mal aysia w il
not go bankrupt if you stop nmaki ng unnecessary phone calls.

* Switch off the fan/light when not in use. Tenaga Nasi onal nade a huge
pre-tax profit | ast year.

Buy Yout hQuake instead of sonme foreign youth publication. It is nore
Mal aysi an and you save on airfreight charges.

| grew up during the 1986-89 economny slunp and | can tell you that it's
no fun.

Don't say that the country's econony is none of your business; it
concerns you as long as you are a Malaysian. Rich or poor, young or old,
we must all play our part to prevent inflation

* The witer is a nmenber of Witers' Bloc Il
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