13/10/ 1997

On-line network for branches before polls

MALACCA, Sun. - Al Umo branches woul d have the party's on-line network
i nformati on system (Sinmum before the next general election, its
i nformation chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor said today.

However, he said, priority would be given to installing the system at
the party headquarters in Kuala Lunmpur and linking it with the various
State Umo headquarters and di vi si ons.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is also party
presi dent has given the go-ahead. The party's information bureau is
wor ki ng out the cost of such a network."

Yusof told reporters this after delivering a religious ceramah which was
organi sed by the Paya Runput Umo branch at Sekol ah Menengah Tun Abdu
Mal ek i n Cheng today.

He added there was a need for such a systemfollowi ng calls by Dr
Mahat hir not to be |l eft behind.

"Since the Prime Mnister |aunched an I T awareness canpai gn | ast ni ght,
the party which forns the backbone of the ruling Governnent should not be
| eft behi nd.

"For this reason, the party decided to have its own systemfor the
benefit of sone 2.7 nmillion nmenbers."

Furt hernore, Yusof added, there was a need to disseninate party
i nformation fast.

"Information to the grassroots needs to be transnmitted quickly so they
can keep in touch with party devel opnents. "

Yusof said by having the systeminstalled before the election, the party
could effectively nonitor the running of canpaigns.
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