03 SEP 1997
Ling-Airlines
M SI A REQUESTS FOR MORE FLI GHTS TO HONG KONG

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has requested to have nore
flights to Hong Kong when the new Chek Lop Kok International Airport there
begi ns operations next April

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today the present
one-runway Kai Tak Airport had limted slots which nmade it difficult for
other airlines such as Malaysia Airlines to add nore flights to the forner
British colony to cater to the grow ng demand.

"We have agreed to discuss the possibility, and with the opening of the
new airport, we think this is the right tine to ask themto increase their
capacity to boost the tourismindustry for the benefit of both countries,”
he said.

He told reporters this after a 15-minute nmeeting with the Hong Kong
Special Adm nistrative Region Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa during which
t hey discussed various issues including trade and industry and economc
rel ations.

Dr Ling said that there were about 19 to 20 mllion passengers from all
over the world using the Kai Tak Airport yearly.

He also said that the ministry was waiting for the nod fromthe Hong
Kong governnent on a proposal from STAR Cruise Sdn Bhd, a holiday cruise
conpany in Mlaysia, to nake Hong Kong one of its stops

"W discussed the inproving relations in shipping between the two
countries and he has also agreed to |look into the request,” he said.

Tung and his four-menber of delegation arrived here today for a two-day
wor king visit before proceeding to Singapore.

Earlier, he called on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim -- BERNAVA
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