01/ 09/ 1997
15,000 throng Merdeka Square to wat ch parade

Wendy Lim Sreerenma Banoo

ABQUT 15,000 people fromall wal ks of Iife converged at Merdeka Square
yesterday to cel ebrate Malaysia's 40th Nati onal Day which is thened
"Virtuous Behavi our Towards a Successful Society".

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and the Raja Permaisuri Agong
Tuanku Naj i hah, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, Cabi net
m ni sters and foreign di plomats were anpong those who w tnessed a
cel ebration of colour and ponp which was ki cked off with a dance
performance by primary school pupils.

The procession was led off with the Mal aysian flag "Jalur Genilang", and
this was foll owed by contingents fromgovernnent departnents and agenci es,
the private sector, political parties and uniforned bodies. Simlar
cel ebrations were held throughout the country.

Dr Mahathir was greeted by a | oud appl ause when he sprang a surpri se,
arriving in a red Perodua Kancil bearing registration number Perodua 1001
with his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Al so present at the celebrations were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimand his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail, Culture and
Arts M nister Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik, who is al so chairman of the National
Day parade conmittee

Chil dren made thensel ves confortable by sitting along Jal an Raja and
Jal an Raja Laut. Qthers were seen perched on the shoul ders of the adults
with many having arrived in the wee hours of the norning to pick choice
spots to view the cel ebrations.

Whi |l e sone cheered at the contigents as well as the fly-past by the
Royal Mal aysia Air Force (RVAF), a few were unable to stand the crowd and
hum dity and had to be given first aid.

More than 1,000 students displayed various attractive field
performances, including the formati on of the National Day Logo and the
Kual a Lunpur Tower using blue, red and yellow fl ags.

Precedi ng the procession was a performance of the 1996 and 1997 Nati onal
Day theme by the Sri Kota Teacher Training College choir acconpani ed by
t he Royal Police band.

The one and a half hour | ong procession participated by nore than 10, 000
people clad in their respective departnment or conpany unifornms was an
added attraction to the festive atnosphere that prevailed at the Square.

Some of the 116 contingents on foot wore unifornms with the col ours of
"Jal uran Gem | ang” blended with silver, gold and netallic green in Ml ay
traditional costunme conplete with headgear.

There were al so sone 22 vehicle contingents which included nounted
police on horses of Pakistani, Australian and Argentine breed.

The horses together with the police dogs conprising Al satians, Labradors
and Gol den Retrievers were certainly favourites with the crowd, wth many
of the people standing on their toes to get a better view.

The RMAF' s state-of-the-art acquisitions - F/A-18 Hornets, M G 29N
Ful crums and Hawk fighter jets - took advantage of the fine weather to
make a fly-past while the vehicle contingents were nachi ng past the parade
ground.

Bernama reports: Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chik said he was satisfied with the 40th National Day parade which went on
snoot hly wi thout any hitches this norning.

He said Dr Mahathir al so expressed satisfaction with the conduct of the



par ade.

Sabbar uddi n thanked all parties, including the police and the armed
forces, for their cooperation in ensuring the success of the parade.

"The participants showed high spirit. The perfornmance of one or two
contingents was not that satisfactory yesterday (Saturday) but they
continued to train to tie up the | oose ends to put up an inpressive
performance, " he said.
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