05/ 11/ 1997
Only 153,000 trees after eight nonths into canpaign (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Wth four nmonths to go the National Tree Planting
Canpai gn, which kicked off am d much fanfare in March, has nanaged to neet
only 20.5 per cent of its first year target.

Housi ng and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said
reports on the first eight nmonths of the campaign up to GCct 31 showed t hat
only 153,000 trees had been pl ant ed.

This is far below the 750,000 target set for each year of the canpaign's
three-year duration. By the year 2000, there should be three mllion new
trees nationwide and 20 million by 2020.

Al'l but three States have net |ess than 30 per cent of their individua
targets.

"Two or three" States have not filed reports at all, and Ting said this
had been taken to nmean that they had not planted any trees, in other words
they had met zero per cent of their targets.

He, however, refused to nanme the States.

The three States which showed an excell ent response to the canpai gn were
Perak, Perlis and Negri Senbil an.

Perak has planted 93 per cent of the 90,000 trees targeted for the first
year, Perlis 73 per cent of its 10,000 target and Negri Senbilan 66 per
cent of its 30,000 target.

Most of the trees were planted by the local authorities and vill age
devel oprment and wel fare conmittees, or JKKK, said Ting.

The canpaign, jointly organised by the Housing and Local CGovernnent
M nistry and | ocal authorities, had a grand launch in March with the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad planting the first tree.

The reports filed recently by the State Governments, |ocal authorities
and non-governnental organisations, are the first to be sent in since the
| aunch.

"The figures are quite disappointing as they total only 20.5 per cent of
the target,"” Ting said after opening the National Landscape Conference
t oday.

Asked why the States had not furnished explanations for their failure to
meet their targets, he said reasons had not been requested by the Mnistry
"at the first stage".

"This is the next nove. Even if no trees were planted at all, let us
know why," he sai d.

Deputy M nister Peter Chin and the National Landscape Departnment will be
responsi ble for finding out the reasons, as well as co-ordi nating any
requests for assistance.

The States would be required to give their reasons "within the next few
weeks" and from now on they would al so have to file reports every three
nont hs.

"The State Governnments and local authorities will be responsible for co-
ordinating tree planting activities in areas within their jurisdiction,"
he sai d.

He said NGOs had been the slowest to respond to the canpai gn, perhaps
because they had not been adequately mobilised. Chin has al so been asked
to look into this.

Ti ng said, however, the seeningly poor response could be due to a | ack
of co-ordination. He said nany trees could have been planted but these
efforts had not been communi cated to the State CGovernment.



"The NGOs nmay have planted sonme trees but have not reported this to the
| ocal authorities," he said, adding that this would al so be | ooked into.

The targets set for each State are Perak (90,000), Johor and Sel angor
(80, 000 each), Sabah and Sarawak (70,000 each), Federal Territory
(65, 000), Penang and Kel antan (50, 000 each), Pahang (40, 000), Negri
Senbi | an (30, 000), Mal acca (20,000), Perlis (10,000) and Labuan (5, 000).

Earlier in his speech, Ting said the Landscape Departnent was
formul ati ng a National Landscape Policy ainmed at creating a Garden Nation
by 2005.

"To be a Garden Nation, |andscaping nust be a conponent of devel opnent."’

He said the town planning concept which enphasi sed | andscapi ng and
greenery had been put into practice in the newcities of Putrajaya and
Cyberj aya.

Thirty to 40 per cent of the cities have been desi gnated green zones,
and houses are built in groups linked by a green network.

"Landscaping is no |longer a peripheral activity but a conponent of
devel oprent i ncorporated into planning at an early stage."

( END)
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