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Only conpetent players should be in the aerospace industry

MALAYSI AN aer ospace players should only be allowed to continue taking part
inthe industry if their activities are efficient, co-ordinated and up to
i nternational standard.

"The Mal aysi an I ndustry Governnment G oup for H gh Technol ogy has been
directed to develop an inventory of aerospace industry players," its chief
executive officer Dr Ahned Tasir Lope Pihie said yesterday.

"Not everybody can be in the aerospace industry. O herw se, what kind of
standard and status will we project to the rest of the worl d?

"There nust be a serious audit of the seriousness and conpetency of
those participating in the aerospace industry, as painful and undi pl omatic
as it may be," he said.

Ahmed Tasir was speaking at the 1997 Linma International Aerospace
Conference at the Hotel Hel ang.

He was anmong the panelists at a session with the theme, "Devel opi ng
Mal aysi a' s Aerospace | ndustry -Capitalising on Future Opportunities.”

Dr Ahnmed Tasir al so said Mal aysia could not afford to del ay devel opnent
of its aerospace industry despite the present econom ¢ problens,
especially as any investnment nmade now woul d have | ong-term benefits.

He identified several aerospace sectors with huge business potential,
such as travel, satellite comuni cations and the mai ntenance, repair and
manuf acturing of either aircraft or their parts.

"But we nust renenber that we have al ways noved forward in partnership
and never alone. Therefore, the role of international players is very
i mportant."”

Alluding to the National Aerospace Blueprint that Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will [aunch today, Ahnmed Tasir said the
Gover nnent woul d have to provide a clear direction to guide further
aer ospace devel oprent .

On the need for skilled nmanpower to hel mthe industry's way forward,
anot her speaker, Lt Jen (rtd) Datuk Seri CGhani Aziz, said it would not be
enough to just have | ocal universities setting up an aerospace unit, even
if it were to be tied up with a foreign institution

Ghani, a fornmer Royal Mal aysian Air Force chief, who is a nenber of the
Mal aysia Airlines board of directors, suggested expandi ng and openi ng up
exi sting aerospace training institutions.

"The RVAF has trained personnel, and contrary to what is often believed,
they are not inferior.

"They have the opportunity to be trained through hands-on experience
with planes such as the F/A-18D Hornet naritime strike aircraft and the
Hawk advanced jet trainer.

"Al'l of this takes a |lot of skill. | would suggest that the RVAF
training establishnents be upgraded to national institutions," he said.

Fel | ow speaker Lt-Gen (Rtd) Datuk Seri Mhd Yunus Mbhd Tasi, chairnan of
Aerospace | ndustries Ml aysia Sdn Bhd, al so proposed setting up a specific
aerospace institution that could serve both the nation and the region.

"This may take a large investnment but we nmust renenber that it would
have a high strategic inportance attached to it. To gain recognition, we
shoul d also set it up with a well-established foreign institution."

Duri ng the question-and-answer session, Mhd Yunus al so noted that
retiring personnel fromthe RVAF were usually not absorbed into the
aer ospace i ndustry.



"They are a valuable, trained resource but they are not given the
opportunity to join the industry after they | eave. They shoul d not be
al l oned to di sappear,” he said.

Anot her speaker, the chief executive officer of |Integrated Technol ogy
and System Sdn Bhd, Prof Rahim Salam said the flying culture needed to
be spread beyond the present clique of the military and airline operators.

"They are a select group and we need to conpare that to other countries
where the young are exposed to the aerospace industry through aero-
nmodel i ng and amat eur flying clubs, for exanple.™

Prof Rahimal so noted that the quality of small and nedi umindustry
activities in the aerospace industry needed to be inproved.

"Since they are serving nediumand | owtechnol ogy industries, they have
becone quite conplacent. W need to turn them around, expose themto
certification and re-educate them"

The three-day conference, organi sed by the Asian Strategy & Leadership
Institute, was held in conjunction with this year's Langkawi Internationa
Maritime and Aerospace exhi bition.
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