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Only hot air fromrich nations (HL)

Rashi d Yusof in London

MALAYSI A wi Il highlight at the Earth Summit which ends in New York today
the failure of nost devel oped countries to contribute to the d oba

Envi ronnent al Fund whi ch was agreed on at the 1992 Rio Sunmit.

Sci ence, Technol ogy, and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
devel oped countries were required to give to the Fund 0.7 per cent of
their gross donestic product but only Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Hol | and
had done so

"Instead, they have tried to transfer the responsibility to the
devel opi ng countries and the private sector," he said.

Law was speaki ng before | eaving for New York from Budapest where he was
in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's del egation on a working
visit to Hungary.

Law said there ought to be a formula which could be inplenented to
resolve the issue as the natter of sustainabl e devel opnment nust be dealt
with carefully.

He woul d al so raise at the conference the |ack of progress in comng up
with legally binding framework on bio-diversity and gl obal warm ng

Law said the issue of global warm ng woul d be further discussed at a
conference in Kyoto i n Decenber

On the call by British Prine Mnister Tony Blair at the New York
conference for the rich world to |l ead the way in environnmental protection
Law said with the change of Governnment in Britain and France, there had
been greater confidence in making firmdecisions.

Meanwhil e, at the United Nations, all eyes will be on US President Bill
Clinton when he finally appears at the Earth Sumrit. But at the UN podi um
Clinton will be as much in the hot spot as in the spotlight.

Rhetoric has risen all week, fromother governnents and the
envi ronnment al novenent, dermandi ng | eadership froma hesitant Washington in
tackling gl obal warm ng

Clinton pleased environmental i sts on Wednesday by approvi ng tougher US
ozone- and soot-em ssion standards. But few here expect a decisive Cinton
announcenent on carbon di oxi de and ot her "greenhouse gases” bl anmed for
war m ng the at nosphere.

"What | expect to see is very little," said G eenpeace USA' s Barbara
Dudl ey. "Unl ess a mracle happens."”

Ainton was under fire not just over policy, but also protocol. Sone
summ t participants resent that he did not address them on Monday, the
first day of the conference, along with other presidents and prem ers.

"I't's unfortunate he chose to talk to mayors in California instead of
listening to other world | eaders here, fromthe UK, France, Africa," said
John Gummer, forner British Environment Mnister. "lIt's a very sad | oss of
| eadership."

At the last minute, Cinton even had to postpone his New York speech
fromyesterday norning to early evening, so he could attend a relative's
funeral in Arkansas.

The US chi ef executive will speak on the eve of the UN sumit's adoption
of final docunents assessing gl obal environnental and devel opnent trends.
The conference, dubbed "Earth Summt Plus 5," was convened to revi ew
progress since the historic 1992 Earth Summit in Ri o de Janeiro.
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