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Opening its doors to public

Randhi r Si ngh

IT HELPS a | ot to have Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
presence and personal interest in the sport for that get things noving
fast.

And those involved in the sport will readily admt that Dr Mahathir's
presence is the single nost inportant factor in the rapid growth of
equestrian in Ml aysi a.

"When you have a PM and Deputy Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
who are keen (in the sport), you see things nove," said national rider and
former tel evision personality Wan Zal eha Radzi .

"Their love for horse-riding is genuine. That makes it nore neani ngful ."

Not only has the sport enjoyed a high profile since but Ml aysia, once
in the back seat, have nade trenendous headway in the region.

"In terns of infrastructure, participation, enthusiasmand happeni ngs,
Mal aysia are mles ahead in Sout heast Asia," said Thailand's nationa
coach Swede Hel ena Gabri el sson.

Wan Zal eha said the sport is enjoying a "boom period".

"How el se can you describe it. It is nushroom ng. You see nore
equestrian centres being set-up. Everybody is junping on the bandwagon."

"The nore the nerrier," said Mhaned Fathi|l Mahnood, who owns the 3Q
Equestrian centre i n Kuang, Sel angor.

Equestrian al so received a trenendous boost when | bex Corporation
swi tched their RM300, 000 sponsorship fromyachting to equestrian under the
Rakan Sukan programe | aunched by the Sports Mnistry.

There are enough events all year round to keep riders and enthusi asts
busy. Last nonth alone, practically on every weekend, sonething was
happeni ng.

The National Horse Show at Selangor Turf Cub in Sungai Besi, the 3Q
Invitational in Kuang and the Prem er Equestrian chanpi onships in Bukit
Ki ara were held then.

Equestrian is also slowy shedding its elitist inmage.

Serious efforts are being made to nake it easier for Ml aysians keen to
take up horse riding to do so.

"There is this m sconception that the sport is confined to a sel ected
few - the rich and fanmous. But for RMBO you can ride a horse. You don't
need to be nenber of a club,” said Wan Zal eha.

"Sadly, few are aware of it."

Unknown to many, such pl aces exist and one can wal k in, pay RMBO, and
enjoy athirty mnute ride. Gher than at Tenpl ers Park, the Selangor Turf

Club in Sungai Besi, |poh and Penang provi de such facilities.
Equi ne Council of Mal aysia executive secretary Mlik Jereni ah said the
fact did not receive wide publicity due to shortfall in nmanpower.

"W cannot accommpdate too | arge a nunber due to |lack of trainers."

Yet in Penang | ast year, 60 | essons were conducted a week; in Sunga
Besi 120 and | poh 50.

The Equi ne Council, chaired by Tun Hanif Orar, has nmade significant
headway i n pronoting the sport. They started with the purchase of 68
horses costing RML.6 m | 1ion.

These horses were sent to Penang, |poh and Sel angor Turf C ubs for
public use.

"The i dea was to provide easy access to the public, right at their
doorstep, so to speak," said Ml ek



Forty of the horses were given to the three riding centres. The bal ance
performance horses - six dressage and 22 showj unpers - were given to the
Kual a Lunpur City Hall, Police, Selangor Polo and Ri ding C ub and Arned
For ces.

The Equi ne Council have al so all oted RM50,000 to Universiti Pertani an
Mal aysia (UPM and Universiti Teknol ogi Malaysia (UTM . Under the Seventh
Mal aysia Pl an nore noney have been alloted to set up an equine centre in
UPM

Mal ek said the council will assist UPMand in return, the university
wi || conduct research on equine.

UTM i n Skudai, Johor, are even pronoting the sport vigorously anong
under graduat es. Equestrian is recognised as a co-curricular activity at
the university.

Students get credit units for overall performance. On top of that, the
uni versity give a RM50 subsidy each senester for students to pursue
equestri an

But there is the dark side to the equestrian boom

Though the presence of the Prine Mnister has attracted many to the
i ndustry, purists, like Fathil and Mal ek, are concer ned.

Especially worrying is the increasing nunber of devel opers using
equestrian as a selling point for their honesteads and resort |iving
concept s.

"Some of themare cashing on it. It is sad. They hardly have proper
facilities and in sone i nstances, there are no horses," said Fathil

"They know very little about horses and the sport. W fear that such
people will give the industry a bad nanme," added Mli k.

Then there are other problens that surface due to the dynami c growth of
t he sport.

The lack of trainers and dieticians are a najor source of worry.
According to Mal ek, right now the bul k of these personnel are foreigners
brought in to assist the sport.

"But it is a costly affair. So we in the EAMare in the m dst of
training locals and it will take time before we can be self-reliant."”

The free movenment of horses, without quarantine restrictions, is another
pr obl em

Efforts are being made to get the Veterinary Department fromthe various
countries in the region to work together.

The co-operation anong Asean countries, at |east, was denonstrated in
the 3Q show unpi ng conpetition held |last nonth. There was a hassle free
movenent of horses as Thail and, Singapore and |Indonesia veterinary
aut horiti es worked together.

Probl ens asi de, equestrian are on a threshold and with the good support,
it is set to go pl aces.
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