06/ 08/ 1997

Openi ng of KLIA to be del ayed (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The opening of the KL International Airport in
Sepang for conmercial operations has been delayed to "anytine within the
first three months of next year" but after Jan 1, the date it was
schedul ed to be opened.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today this was to
ensure that everything was in order before it was opened.

He, however, maintained that work on the project proper was still on
schedul e and there was no delay in construction.
"I amsatisfied with the progress of work at the airport. | would |ike

to state here that there is no delay in the construction of the project.

"We only want to make sure that all aspects, fromstaff training to
passenger and baggage handling and flight information systens, are
synchroni sed well before we are ready for the opening," he said.

Last Decenber, when visiting the project site, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d al though there were sone delays in severa
conmponents of the project, he was confident that the airport woul d be
operational by Jan 1, next year, as schedul ed.

He said there were slight delays in a few aspects of the RW billion
project but the percentage of facilities which were ahead of schedul e was
hi gher than t hose del ayed.

In April this year, Dr Ling said he would visit the project site
regularly to ensure it was conpleted on schedul e. He said the Governnent
could not afford any delay and wanted the airport to be ready for opening
on Jan 1 next year

It is understood that the KLIA which is enploying a state-of-the-art
Total Airport Managenent System- a data network that interfaces and
i ntegrates various electronics systens and organi sations through the
exchange of information for efficient operation, nay need sone tinme to be
i mpl enent ed.

The basic TAMS operation is to integrate and centralise control of
operations, security, engineering, crisis control and network managenent.

Thi s includes information managenent, flight information display,
baggage i nformation, gate allocation, passenger check-in, air traffic
managenent and ai rport operati ons.

Dr Ling today said Malaysia Airlines woul d however continue with its
plans to carry out the first real-tine flight test at the airport as
schedul ed i n m d- Sept enber .

This, he said, was to enable it to check the tine taken for its planes
to land and taxi fromthe runway to the apron and hangar.

Dr Ling said this to reporters after launching a book, "The Miltinedia
Mosaic: Miultinmedia On the PC," at the Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege here.

The book was co-authored by Ken Neo and Neo Mai.

Present at the event were Dr Ling's wife, Datin Seri Ena Ling, the
aut hors' father Datuk Neo Yee Pan, who was former MCA acting president,
and TAR Col |l ege principal Dr Ng Lay Swee.

Dr Ling said once the construction of the basic facilities was
conpl eted, Malaysia Airlines together with other agencies would carry out
basic trials at the airport.

"The standard operating procedures are being drafted and so is classroom
training for enpl oyees.

"From Sept 15, the enployees will be given hands-on-training to



fam liarise themw th the equi prent and new environnment," he said.

Dr Ling said after the enployees had been trained in their respective
fields, the nmanagenent would fornulate ways to integrate these services to
ensure all airport procedures were carried out accordingly.

He said in Decenber, Malaysia Airlines would carry out advance trials to
ensure the enpl oyees and airport were ready for the opening.

"W will carry out the advance trials until we are really satisfied that
we are ready for the opening.

"Once these trials are conpleted, only then will we be able to give an
exact date for the opening of the airport for comercial operations.

"W do not want to say we will open on Jan 1 next year when we cannot do
so," he said.

Dr Ling said although all core and supporting facilities at the airport
were expected to be conpl eted as schedul ed, the tine needed to instal
i mported equi prent mght take tine.

"W will be buying equi prent fromAustralia, Britain and the United
States and nmany other countries. W have to nake sure that all these
equi prent fit in nicely and will not disrupt operations |ater," he said.

( END)



	Opening of KLIA to be delayed (HL) (NST 06/08/1997)

