18/ 08/ 1997
Qpening up Mal ay reserve | and (HL)

A. Kat hi rasen; Cheah Chor Sooi

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Governnent plans to develop Malay reserve land in
the near future with non-Mal ays given the option to lease it for a maxi num
of 30 years, Deputy Land and Co-operative Devel opnment M nister Dr Goh
Cheng Tei k sai d today.

"However, |and ownership would still be in Ml ay hands,"” he said when
replying to points raised during debate at the Gerakan general assenbly.

Wil e the Governnent was expected to nake a decision on the matter soon
Goh said feedback fromthe Malay comunity indicated that they were
willing to allow Mal ay reserve | and to be devel oped on a 30-year |ease
provi ded ownershi p did not change.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had, in last year's Unmo
general assenbly, urged Mal ays to consi der opening up Mal ay reserve | and.

This was followed by active di scussi ons and conferences by various Ml ay
groups and i ndi vi dual s.

The feedback, according to Goh, was that the Mal ays agreed to open up
the reserve |l and for devel opnent.

Mal ay reserve | and can now be | eased out for only three years, but Goh
said the ruling discouraged devel opnent of the |and, especially by non-
Mal ays.

As of Jan 1, 1995, the size of Malay reserve land stood at 4.4 nillion
hect ar es.

The I argest and nost val uabl e pi ece of Malay reserve land is in Kanpung
Baru, a century-old Malay village occupying 96. 7ha of Kual a Lunpur's
"Gol den Triangl e".

Goh, who is al so Gerakan vice-president, said while the Governnment had
yet to nake a decision on the matter, an announcenent woul d be made at an
appropriate tine.

He said the ministry, in the neantinme, was review ng the use of Ml ay
reserve | and.

"I amconfident that Malay reserve land will be opened up for
devel opnent in the near future,” he said. "As |l and gets scarce, it is
natural for people to focus on Malay reserve (land). There are a | ot of
opportunities for both Mal ays and non- Mal ays. "

On the 26, 000- nenber Koperasi Rakyat now under receivership, Goh said it
woul d be revived by early next year.

Accounts of the co-operative are being audited and Bank Negara will soon
apply to the H gh Court to end the receivership.

The Regi strar of Co-operatives will forma conmrittee to hold el ection of
del egates to a national conference where a board of directors will be
el ect ed.

Koperasi Rakyat was pl aced under receivership in 1986 in the wake of
probl ens such as ni smanagenent pl agui ng sone of the deposit-taking co-
operatives in the 1980s. Follow ng a run, Koperasi Rakyat col |l apsed
although it still retains RML.5 million in cash.
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