05/ 07/ 1997

Qpportunities for wetl ands research

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Wetlands Sanctuary Project in Kuala Langat ains
to provide opportunities for local and international groups in
conservation, research, recreational and educational efforts.

Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon said
the project's design, presented to the foundation's chairman Tan Sri Abdu
HalimAli today, was already 80 per cent conplete.

The plan is designed by 52 consultants, including architects and
engi neers as well as educational, eco-tourismand information technol ogy
experts, in a workshop which began on June 9.

Targeted for conpletion by Aug 11, it will be presented to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in m d- August.

Menon said the 5,000ha sanctuary's artificial physical structures would
be erected i n phases.

"The first phase, including a visitors' centre, forest interpretation
centre, training resort facilities, restaurant and wetl and sewage
treatnment ponds, is due to be conpleted and | aunched by the Prine M nister
i n Septenber 1998," he said.

However, Menon added, the buil dings would be "light structures" as
opposed to "heavy brick and nortar" ones.

About half the area would remain a no-access zone for about three years,
he said, adding that they woul d postpone the building of any recreationa
chalets until the effects on the environnent could be better understood.

Menon sai d the sanctuary's | ocation next to the Miltinedia Super
Corridor al so opened up opportunities for it to contribute to the
i nformati on age.

"In fact, we are even discussing possibilities of submtting a proposa
for an additional Flagship Application on Environnment Technol ogy," he
sai d.

The foundati on hoped to work with Ml aysi an and i nternati onal
uni versi ties on devel opi ng conprehensi ve and practical postgraduate
progranmmres in environnmental studies.

"We are | ooking into scholarship and acadenic credit programmes for
secondary, pre-university and university students doing research or
vol unteering at the sanctuary.

"W are al so discussing programes geared towards school children and
yout h groups |ike the Rakan Muda spin-offs and Yayasan Sal am " he sai d.

Menon sai d the foundation and the consultants were | ooking at projects
in the Netherlands and Australia as well as programmes |i ke Operation
Ral ei gh, in devel oping their ideas.

"Later, we will also be | ooking at bringing people fromAfrican and
Sout h countries here for training," he said, adding that the concept of a
wet | ands sanctuary coul d be adapted to | ocal needs."

A website for the sanctuary woul d be | aunched within two weeks.

The foundati on was al so considering a | ogo conpetition.
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