30/ 07/ 1997

Qpposition urged to support anti-graft Bil

| POH, Tues. - Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said the
OQpposi ti on shoul d support the Anti-Corruption Bill 1997 because the

Governnent was serious in conbating the problemat all |evels of society.

"They want transparency in the Government and this Bill will fulfill
their wi sh and as such the Qpposition should give their whol ehearted
support,” he said.

Zahi d added the Bill was one of the nost severe |laws formul ated to check
abuse of power.

"W (Umo Youth) fully supports the Bill because the Governnent is
sincere in conbating graft at all levels of society," he told reporters

after attending the | aunch of the Bagan Datoh centenary cel ebrations at a
hotel here | ast night.

Zahid, who is also Bagan Datoh MP, said this in response to questions
fromreporters on the Bill which was tabled for second readi ng by Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

He said the Governnent had studi ed several overseas anti-graft laws |ike
those from Hong Kong and Sri Lanka before it drafted the Bill.

Zahid said the Bill gave nore powers to the Anti-Corruption Agency to
carry out investigations wthout nuch hitches.

"There is also a sort of separation of powers where the ACA investigates
whil e prosecution will be decided by the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers," he
sai d.

He said the Bill also sought to take action agai nst those who nade fal se
reports as the Governnent wanted to protect the i nnocent parties from
bei ng i npli cat ed.

"W al so wel cone the high fines inposed on those convicted as it will
serve as a deterrent to others," he said.

Zahi d added a provision to seize the property of those who could not
expl ain how they acquired wealth would | ead to greater accountability.

I n anot her devel opnent, he said the novenent supported any nove to have
one fatwa for Muslinms all over the country.

"The Prinme M nister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mdhamad) had poi nted out the
source of a fatwa is the Quran and the Hadith and there cannot be
different interpretations,” he said.

On this basis, Zahid said he wel coned a suggestion by New Straits Tinmes
columi st Tan Sri Harun Hashi m who proposed the setting up of a Nationa
Fat wa Counci | .

He said Article 3 of the Federal Constitution could be invoked and the
Conference of Rulers should establish a council conprising all State
muftis to issue fatwa fromtine to tinme for approval by the rulers.
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