12/ 10/ 1997
Qur future lies inIT (H)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad toni ght
sounded the clarion call to the people to prepare for the chall enges of
the information revolution and to rally behind the Governnent's efforts to
devel op I nformati on Technol ogy.

"Today, as | launch the National I T Awareness Canpaign, | would like to
ask Mal aysi ans, young and ol d, rural and urban, Governnent and the
Opposition alike, to answer this “call to arms' and support the nation's
initiative in harnessing IT.

"Let us resolve to face the globalised world together," he said in his
address to the nation over the Governnment and private television and radio
channel s, indicating the Governnent's seriousness in turning the nation
into a centre of excellence in IT.

Dr Mahathir later |aunched the national Information Technol ogy canpai gn
themed "I T As a Culture".

"Wth our future at stake we cannot afford to be a nere spectator of the
information revolution. W need to be a part of it; we need to even | ead
it," he said, adding that this was why the Governnment had spent so nuch
time and effort to turn the local IT industry into a world cl ass one.

"This is also why, despite the recent currency crisis, the Miultinmedi a
Super Corridor projects will proceed as planned."

He added that Malaysia's attenpts to becone a pioneer in | T devel opnent
was being closely nonitored by the whole world, ready to criticise it if
it failed and to followit if it succeeded.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was going to great |engths and taking great
pai ns to harness the power of IT, including the introduction of the
National |IT Agenda.

He said that Ml aysia had no choice but to switch its econom ¢ base from
one which was reliant on cheap | abour to one driven by know edge workers.

This, he said, was to prevent Mal aysia frombeing | eft behind, being
poorer and consequently subservient to the will of others.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia's econom ¢ conpetitiveness depended upon its
willingness to harness IT and its peopl e beconi ng know edge wor kers.

"Through the use of information and knowl edge, we can increase not only
our productivity, but also the quality of our products and services," he
sai d.

To develop into an arny of know edge workers, he added, Ml aysi ans mnust
start fromtoday.

"The starting point is not just our children, but ourselves. How do we
start? By not being afraid of technology, by nastering it, and by applying
it inour work," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had great aspirations and did not want to be a
nmere assenbl er of products forever.

"W want to becone product designers. W want to be a nation that uses
its brai npower nore than nerely physical strength.

"W can becone such a nation by daring to believe that we are as good as
others and can be better, that we can learn and that we can be as
i nnovative as others."

Dr Mahathir said only when both manufacturing and services sectors were
manned by know edge wor kers coul d Mal aysia expect to sustain the required
per capita Gross Donestic Product growth rates that woul d enabl e Mal aysi a
to attain Vision 2020.



"Current projection indicates that, through an infornmation and
know edge- based econony, we can increase our GDP | evels by fourfold within
20 to 25 years.

"What this nmeans is that, on average, Ml aysi ans can expect to earn four
times their current inconme in the future.”

Enphasising that IT was in the forefront of the national socio-economnc
pl anni ng and devel opnent, Dr Mahathir said only a know edge-rich and
val ue-creating society could boost Mal aysia's productivity to higher
| evel s and ensure its econom ¢ survival

"It is also this society that will beconme nature, |iberal, denocratic,
tolerant, caring and econonically just - the society envisioned by Vision
2020, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the ultimate aspiration was to nove Ml aysi ans
frombei ng mere consuners or users of foreign multinedia content and
applications to beconing i nnovators of such technol ogy, producers of
effective | ocal applications and i nventors of smart sol utions.

"When we have such expertise, we can becone a regional hub for
mul ti medi a content," he said.

The Prime M nister also reninded the people of future uncertainties and
the inmpact of the information revolution on the social and cultural norns.

"Naturally, when we deal with the future, we also have to deal with the
uncertainties. For exanple, while we know that technology will drive
soci al change, its full inpact on society, culture and equity has yet to
be determ ned.

"It is entirely possible that our social and cultural norms, social
practices and val ue systens may be eroded away. The choice is ours.

"We can maintain our cultural and social heritage, indeed even to
enhance it or we can drift with whatever changes which may take pl ace
|l osing our identity and cultural personality in the process,"” he said.

He added that Malaysia's strength in tackling future chall enges | ay not
only inits experience in initiating and managi ng change in the past, but
also its willingness to do even nore in the future.

Citing the New Econom ¢ Policy as an exanple, he said within one
generation Ml aysi a nanaged to transformthe entire popul ation from
farners, planters and fishernen to engi neers, |awers, doctors,
academ ci ans and busi nessnen.

"Transform ng an entire nation is no snmall achi evenment. W have done it
before. And we can do it again.”

( END)



	Our future lies in IT (HL) (NST 12/10/1997)

