12/ 11/ 1997

Qut to unravel nystery of lost city beneath Tasik Chin

KUANTAN, Tues. - The State Governnent is to undertake the enornous task of
unravelling the nmystery of a | egendary lost city said to be hidden in the
dept hs of Tasi k Chini.

State Culture, Arts and Tourism Conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Shahi ruddi n
Abdul ©Mbin said today the State Museum Board director would co-ordinate
efforts to locate the city.

"W will get all the help needed. The State CGovernnent will give its
full support,"” he said after chairing a neeting to discuss the progress of
work to restore the lake to its natural state.

The neeting was attended by representatives fromthe Agriculture and
culture, Arts and Tourism M ni stries and non-governmental organi sations
like Wetland International and the Wirld Wde Fund for Nature as well as
chal et operators.

"Who knows, one day we may have an underwater nuseumsimilar to the one
bei ng planned in Egypt and this will greatly boost our efforts to pronote
Pahang as a | eading tourist destination," said Shahiruddin.

Al t hough certain quarters have for years nade cl ai ns about the presence
of a sunken city, few efforts have been nade to unravel the nystery.

The city coul d date back to the 12th century, when the Khner enpire was
at the height of its power.

The Khner Enpire was rul ed between 802 and 1432 by a succession of god-
kings and had its capital in Siem Reap, where the faned Angkor WAt tenple
conpl ex stands.

Ar chaeol ogi st Datuk Ni k Hassan Shuhaim N k Abdul Rahnman, in an
interviewwith the New Straits Tinmes in April, said he believed that ruins
of a Khner period ki ngdom exi sted beneath the | ake.

Ni Kk Hassan Shuhai m, who is deputy director of the Malay Wrld and
Cvilisation departnent, Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia, said he woul d be
applying for a grant to carry out research next year

Back in the 1950s, a few British archaeol ogi sts i nspected the area and
found sone ceram ¢ shards which indicated that there was something in the
| ake. About two years ago, visitors also found sone pieces of Vietnanese
porcel ai n which dated back to the Khner peri od.

Shahi ruddi n said today's neeting was to get a consensus fromthe
respective parties on a proposal to build a RMB m|lion water |ock-gate
al ong Sungai Chini which led to the | ake.

Shahi ruddi n said the construction of the | ock-gate was recommended by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who had supplied the
Agriculture Mnistry wi th photographs of |ock-gates in England and
Dennar k.
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