04 NOV 1997
Law-Fil ter
OUTDOOR AIR PURI FI ERS TO FI GHT POLLUTI ON

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 4 (Bernama) -- The Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy
and Environnment has asked the Mal aysian Electric Corporation Bhd (MEC) to
design efficient air purifiers that can clean outdoor air and filter major
pol | ut ant s.

M ni ster Datuk Law Hieng Ding said the MEC, which had already produced
indoor air filteration units, could use its expertise in designing the air
purifier on a bigger scale which would be installed at billboard structures
in congested and polluted areas.

"We have tested the indoor air purifier and are satisfied with its
perfomance," he said referring to the MEC s air purifier that he believed
could filter almbst 99 per cent of the pollutants suspended in indoor
envi ronnent .

Law was speaking to reporters after he opened the Asia Pacific
Conference on the Built Environnet entitled "Intergrating Technol ogy Wth
the Environnent” here today.

The four-day conference was jointly organised by Anerican Society for
Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineering (Ashrae) Ml aysian
Chapter, Singapore Associate of Ashrae menbers and the Institution of
Engi neers Mal aysi a.

He said the idea, nooted by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad at a cabinet neeting recently, would be seriously studied by the
Department of Environment, Sirim Berhad and Chenistry Departnent to
deternmine the viability and to find the right technol ogies before it could
be i npl enment ed.

He said that a prelimnary study had been conpleted based on indoor air
purifying units which are now comercially distributed by several |ocal and
forei gn conpani es.

On the high cost and nai ntenance of such purifiers, Law said the
mnistry would ask the advertising agencies to pay for sone of the cost as
they also benefited fromthe bill boards.

Meanwhil e, United Air Technol ogi es Managing Director Bernard Loh Son
Wah told reporters that the idea to develop such air purifiers was viable
since cheaper technol ogies were avail able at present.

"W can use "water screen" to wash the suspended particles instead of
using the nore expensive filter used in the indoor air purifiers," said
Bernard who is also the Director of the National CFC
(Chl or o- Fl uor o- Car bons) Phase-out Project

He said such a technique was now being used in big factories and
t obacco industries.

On the progress of the Ozone Depl eti ng Substances (ODS) phasing-out
programre, Law said since 1990 large chillers which used CFC-11 and CFC-12
had been gradually phased-out and non-ODS based chillers had been
i ntroduced into the Ml aysi an narket since 1992.

ODS refers to chem cal substances that attack and break up ozone
nol ecul es in the atnosphere which is vital to living things as it filters
the harnful ultra-violet rays.

He said a total of US$848,000 of the US$10 million nultilateral fund
under the Montreal Protocol had been used for the ODS phasing out
programe.

"We hope, by the year 2000, our industry will be free from CDS," he
added.



On the haze situation, Law said the wind pattern showed that the
Nort h- Easterlies would blow the haze away from Sarawak but would change its
direction and nove back and bring the haze to peninsul a.

He said, the Air Pollutant Index (APl) in Sarawak is expected to
decrease while the APl for several towns in peninsula will increase
slightly over the next 24 hours. -- BERNAMA
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