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Qutsmarting the rich

NEVER one to flinch when facing first world | eaders nor mnce his words
when criticising their often self-serving agendas in world fora, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad rightly urged south African
nations to forge a united front. Such forns as Smart Partnerships would
check the stranglehold that the G 7 countries, the Wrld Bank and the

I nternati onal Monetary Fund have on poor nati ons.

Al one not only the voice of one poor country would be weak and but al so
it would be lost in the wilderness. United, the southern African nations
woul d gain strength to take a common stand when faced with the "danagi ng
proposal s" fromthe devel oped countries of the North.

This, as Dr Mahathir, pointed out is precisely what the Associ ation of
Sout heast Nations did at the Wrld Trade Organi sation Mnisterial neeting
| ast year. The US aspired to dovetail a child-Iabour ban clause to rules
on the free flow of international trade. Such a proposal if accepted would
make nmany poor countries, highly dependent on child | abour, even nore
poor .

For one, thousands of Bangl adeshi children stitch foot-balls in cottages
dotted t hroughout that country which has a per capita i ncone of only
US$13. These children contribute a nonthly US$10 (RM25) to the househol d
budget. If this is taken away what woul d happen to t he people and by
ext ensi on to Bangl adesh? Usi ng such cogent and irrefutable argunents,
Asean countries were able to prevail over the inposition of "damagi ng
proposal s."

And the way is sinple but hard and tough. Speaking at a banquet
commenorating the i naugural Southern Africa International Dailogue in
Kasane, Botswana on Monday, he said: "W are not w thout assets and
experience." The little assets that each country have could be shared and
that woul d consolidate collective strength.

Forging regional Smart Partnerships is vital as the poor anong nations
of the world face new chall enges. Anong them as the Prinme Mnister
war ned, the North was about to recol onise the South through
"gl obal i sation."

The borders which define sovereign countries will be erased and economic
conmpetition on a so-called level playing field is about to be set into
motion. And as is manifest in the proposals put up by the rich nations
gl obal i sation favours them not the poor countries whomthe free-fl ow of
international trade is supposed to hel p.

Many countries, although freed of the yoke of colonial rule, now find
that they are nore dependent. Politics, econony, social and behavioura
systenms are still controlled by the col onisers of the past, either
directly or indirectly.

They and their transnati onal conpanies deternine and direct the fl ow of
i nvestnments which are the founts of the poor and grow ng econom es. Thus
i nvestnents determi ne the growh of econom es which in turn shape the
soci al and behavi oural character of the workers. Utimately it also is a
vital factor of political stability.

The Prime M nister's speech at the first Southern African Internationa
Di al ogue clearly then, would have given the heads of 12 southern African
governnents much to null over. It is an exhortation, urging themto act
together to outsmart the rich who in the nanme of gl obalisation mght bring
perils, far worse than that of the colonial masters of the past. And the



way forward for south African nations is through forging regional smart
part ner shi ps.
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