22/ 04/ 1997
Over 900 firnms apply for MSC special status

Zulkifli O hman

MORE t han 900 conpani es have applied for special status under the

Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) project, four nonths after Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's US and Japanese road tours to “sell' the
M5C i dea.

The nunber is al nost double the applications received by the Miltinedi a
Devel opnent Corp (MDC) a nonth ago.

MDC executive chairman Tan Sri O hman Yeop Abdul | ah said of the 900, 28
conpani es have shown special conmtnent to develop their businesses within
the corridor.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mannounced | ast nonth that
583 conpani es, including 461 | ocals, have applied for MSC st at us.

The speci al status grants these conpani es advantages i n devel opi ng hi gh
technol ogy products within the MSC, the 15km by 50km Mal aysi an t est - bed
for information technoloy (IT) and nul timedi a devel oprent.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to enbark on another MSC road tour to Europe
next nonth. In January, the Prine Mnister toured the US and Japan to
pronote the corridor. He also chaired the i naugural neeting of the MSC
I nternati onal Advisory Panel.

O hman said to encourage conpanies to apply for MSC status, the MDC has
instituted an autonmatic acceptance systemwhere only rejected conpanies
are notified within 30 days.

"This put the onus on us to vet the applications as fast as possible,"
he said during the keynote address at the opening of an ATM (Asynchr onous
Transfer Mdde) workshop in Petaling Jaya.

O hman sai d Cyberjaya, the planned I T-intensive city |ocated within the
MSC, will be officially opened in 1999 as the operations centre for
mul ti medi a applications.

He said the IT city woul d becone the centrepoint for nmultimedia giants
inthe MSC to operate and | ocate their regional headquarters.

Cyberjaya will contain various facilities, including the seven pillar
MSC applications of el ectronic governnment, smart schools, nultinedia
uni versity, research and devel opnment, tel enedi cine as well as borderl ess
mar ket i ng.

ATMis the platformthat integrates various broadband comuni cati ons
with existing protocols and will formthe backbone of the MSC

O hman said before 1999, corporations that qualify and are interested to
move to Cyberjaya will be given MSC status that would enable themto
operate tenporarily outside the city but still receive MSC incentives.
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