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Sul ai man- Food
OVERCOM NG COSTLY | MPORTS DUE TO DEPRECIATING RINGA T

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- The governnment will increase food
production and turn to cheaper source of food supply to offset the increase
in food inports due to the depreciating ringgit, Agriculture Mnister Datuk
Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud said today.

He said the yearly food bill of over RW billion could increase further
if nmeasures were not taken because paynents were nmade in US dollars.
"This will increase price of inported food and lead to inflation," he

told reporters after presenting excellent service award to staff of the
Federal Agriculture Mrketing Authority (FAMA), here.

"If it is not controlled it will further worsen the nation's bal ance of
paynment," he said.

He said the government had identified three potential areas in Kedah
for intensive multi-croppings using nmodern technol ogy and equi pnent.

He said the idea for nulti-crops which was nooted by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad woul d see major changes in the country's
agriculture.

Two foreign experts had carried out an initial study in Kubang Pasu,
Kual a Nerang and Baling with a follow up study due in Decenber, he said.

"We hope the first pilot project can start soon so that it can be
i mpl enented nationwi de," he said. The project involves 4, 000ha.

Sul ai man al so said several agencies including Fana had been asked to
| ook for cheaper source of food supply like Indonesia and Thail and.

During the function, he presented excellent service awards to 90 Fama
staff. Fama Chairman Dat uk Badaruddin Amiruldin, who is also Yan Menber of
Parliamet, was present. -- BERNAVA
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