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OVERVWHELM NG RESPONSE TO LID ' 97

By: R Ravichandran & M chael Raj

LANGKAW , July 26 (Bernanm) -- Response to the Third Langkaw
International Dialogue 1997 (LID '97), which begins here Mnday, has been
overwhelming with the organisers trying to accommodate |ast-mn nute
partici pants.

The joint secretary of LID '97, Tan Sri Dr. Omar Abdul Rahman, said
sonme 350 participants, who include many heads of governnent from the world
over, are eager to "brainstornt and share their ideas and in the process
create "smart partnerships.”

"W only expected 250, but now we are meking |ast-m nute preparations
to take in an extra 100 people for the dialogue," he told Bernama while
overseeing preparations at the Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort here.

Bot swana's President, Sir Ketumle Masire, was the first head of
government to arrive here yesterday followed by Swaziland's Prine Mnister,
Dr. Sibusiso B. Dianim, and Jordan's Prine Mnister, Dr. Abd Salam Al
Maj al i today.

The other heads of governnent -- President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe,
Nam bi an President Dr. Sam Nujonma and Mauritius Prinme Mnister Dr. Navin
Rangool am -- are expected tonorrow.

Besi des heads of governnents, vice-presidents, deputy prinme mnisters
and mnisters from countries such as Ml awi, Mzanbi que, Seychelles and
Ghana as well as corporate |eaders are set to join the LID

El aborating on this years's thene, "Smart Partnership in Action," Dr.
Omar, who is al so Science Advisor to the Prime Mnister, said participants
woul d share at |east 25 experiences of smart partnerships.

"W want to learn what nmakes smart partnerships tick and how they can

be applied at all tines," he said.
The smart partnership concept -- matching governnent, conpani es and
workers to do business in an international context -- which made its debut

at the 1995 LID.

This subsequently laid the foundation for a new busi ness wave and
heral ded innovative managenent practices for the future, based on what Dr.
Mahat hir has all along been propagating, the "prosper thy nei ghbour™
phi | osophy.

VWiile the first and second dial ogues focussed on exploring the concept
of smart partnerships, LID '97 would review the success in the application
of smart partnerships.

"W are tal king about action in LID '97," said Dr. Onar.

However, he said smart partnerships were not just about clinching
busi ness deals, rather it was how all conponents of society, conprising the
government, private sector and the people plus consunmers could effectively
synergi se their resources towards one direction

"More often than not, successful business |eaders kept ideas to
t hensel ves, but here through discussions on an informal basis, ideas would
be shared with a conmon vision of forging a beneficial partnership in the
long term"

Dr Omar said although the heads of governnent nostly came from Sout hern
African and Caribbean nations, the LID is not a gathering for devel oping
countries al one.

In contrast, it conprises key corporate |eaders fromthe devel oped
world as well, and together with the respective conponents of society would
"try to pull together in the sane direction towards achieving gl obal



prosperity.”

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. WMahathir Mhamad, who is also the patron
and adviser of LID, will deliver a keynote address on Mnday night at the
gathering, which is jointly organised by the Ml aysian |Industry -
Government Group for High Technology (M GHT) and the Comobnweal th
Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM. -- BERNAMA
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