12/ 08/ 1997
PM We're conmitted to hel pi ng Bosni a

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad t oni ght
said Mal aysia remains conmitted to assisting Bosni a-Herzegovi na and hopes
to devel op a genuine partnership with the country.

"W recogni se your strength and potential,” he said at a dinner held in
honour of the co-chairmen of the Council of M nisters of Bosni a-

Her zegovi na, Boro Bosic and Haris Silajdzic at Seri Perdana.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia wi shed to work together with Bosnia-

Her zegovi na towards the i npl enentati on of the Dayton Peace Accord and the
reconstruction of the country.

He added that if all parties concerned were conmtted to working for
peace, Ml aysia was confident the republic's econony could be rebuilt, its
political structures put in place and the social fabric strengthened.

"Mal aysia has again committed a sumof US$12 million (RVM31.25 mllion)
for the 1997 reconstructi on progranme.

"I'n this regard, we hope to see nore active participation by the private
sectors fromboth countries, not only in those projects identified by us
but in other projects, including those funded by others," he said.

He said Mal aysia could assist in certain areas, including privatisation
trade and i nvestment pronotion and econoni ¢ pl anni ng.

Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said, was willing to share its experience in the
devel opnent of small- and medi um scal e i ndustries and participate in
i nfrastructure devel opnent .

These include the reconstruction of existing facilities and construction
of new ones.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was al so keen to work with other |ike-m nded
countries and had di scussed the idea of launching tripartite or
quadripartite efforts with sone of them

"We feel that one way to accelerate the pace of reconstruction in
Bosni a- Her zegovina i s to encourage a synergy of interests anong many
countries in specific projects.

"Over the years, Ml aysian entrepreneurs have gai ned experience in many
fields and they feel they can share their expertise w th Bosnian
entrepreneurs not only in Bosnia but in Mlaysia and other countries,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the fact that the volune of trade between both
countries was still very small should not be a cause for di scouragenent.

"It is our hope that Bosni a-Herzegovi na become one of Mal aysia's
strategic partners in Southern Europe.

"W, on the other hand, can be an inportant conduit for your products to
enter the wider East Asian market," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's commtnent to the preservation and pronotion
of peace in Bosni a-Herzegovi na al so remai ned strong

The continued depl oynent of the Mal aysian contingent serving with the
Stabilisation Force and its precursor, the Ifor, was evidence of this
conmmi t ment .

"Qur troops will remain there as long as there is an internationa
mandate for themto do so," he said.

( END)
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