17/ 06/ 1997

PM Avoi d bei ng exposed to Coxsackie B virus

| STANBUL, Mbon: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today advi sed the people to
take appropriate nmeasures to avoi d bei ng exposed to the Coxsackie B virus
as the cause of the epidenmic is not clear.

The virus has clainmed the lives of 25 children in Sarawak since it was
detected in Sibu on April 14.

He, however, said the situation had not worsened to the extent of
closing schools tenporarily to curb the spread of the di sease as suggested
by certain groups.

"W have not ascertained the cause of the disease as it is arare
illness and is not widespread," he told a news conference here.

Dr Mahathir is in Turkey to attend the inaugural summit of heads of
government of the group of eight Islam c Devel oping Countries (D 8).

Two experts fromAtl ant a- based Centre of Disease Control and Prevention
are now in Sarawak to determ ne the strain of virus which caused the
deadl y di sease

The virus attacked children aged between one and seven. The synptons are
hi gh fever, breathing difficulties and voniting.

As of m dni ght yesterday, 91 children were admtted at gover nnment
hospital s in Peninsular Mal aysia on suspicion of contracting the di sease,
an i ncrease of 15 the day before.

Twenty-four are still being treated at the Kual a Lunpur Hospital while
the other 27 at various hospitals nationw de.

The Health M nistry had advi sed parents not to take their children aged
bel ow seven to crowded public places besides ensuring personal hygi ene
when preparing food and dri nks.

In Johor Baru, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the
mnistry will not close the Chinese primary schools in Kuching and
Samar ahan whi ch recorded | ow attendance of pupils for fear of being
i nfected by the virus.

"When we create fear, it will rmake it nore difficult for us to handle
the problem"” he said when asked to comment on 55 Chinese primary school s
i n Kuching and Samar ahan seeking the state educati on departnent's approval
to close their Standard One to Three cl asses for two weeks in view of the
poor attendance | ast week.

In Alor Star, Kedah Health Services director Datuk Dr Ahnad Taj uddin
said that a two-year-old boy is being treated at the KulimHospital and
anot her two-year-old boy at the Sungai Petani Hospital for suspected hand-
nmout h- f oot di sease.

In Penang, four children, aged between three and 11, are confirmed to
have been infected with Coxsackie A virus and are now bei ng hospitalised
at Seberang Jaya and Bukit Mertaj am hospitals.

State Health, Wl fare and Caring Society Conmittee Chairman Dr K
Raj apathy said the victins - all boys - were admtted to the hospitals
since | ast Wednesday.

In Kuching, the nunmber of children admtted for suspected vira
myocarditis infection has decreased, Sarawak Deputy Chief M nister Datuk
Dr George Chan Hong Nam sai d.

"The nunber of children with serious case of viral nyocarditis being
treated at the wards has decreased to two, one each at the Sarawak CGenera
Hospital and Mri Hospital," he told reporters after attendi ng the I aunch
of the Sarawak Governent Network (SarawakNet) by Chief Mnister Tan Sri



Abdul Tai b Mahrud.

Dr Chan, who was appoi nted by the state cabinet to coordinate efforts to
contain the spread of the Coxsackie virus B, said that for the last two
days there had been no reported deaths fromthe di sease.
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