24/ 06/ 1997
Pact to boost MDC ties with technol ogy parks

Kamarul Yunus in Budapest (Hungary)

BUDAPEST (Hungary), Mn: The Miltinedi a Devel opnent Corp (MDC) is set to
forge links with other technol ogy parks in Asia, Europe and the US
following its signing of a menorandum of understanding with Infopark RT of
Budapest here today.

Its executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah said the
understanding with Infopark will pave the way for |inkages between the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) and other similar technol ogy-based hubs in
Europe, as well as tap Hungary's rich human resource in information
technology (IT).

"As Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has said ... the
success of the MSC depends on our ability to interact with simlar
t echnol ogy hubs in Europe, Asia and the US

"I't will also create a wi ndow for us towards devel opi ng research and
devel opnent, " he told Malaysian journalists before the signing of the MOU
Dr Mahathir, who arrived here for a two-day working visit to Hungary,
wi t nessed the signing with his Hungarian counterpart Gyula Horn.

O hman signed the MOU on behal f of MDC, while Infopark was represented
by its director Intre Gof.

O hrman said the setting up of such I T hubs in other countries shoul d not
be regarded as a threat to MSC but viewed as possibilities of forging
strategic alliances.

"It is not athreat to MSC. W hope in the next couple of years, we will
be able to link with other hubs. This is a platform" he added.

Under the terns and conditions of the MOU with Infopark, both parties
agree to establish a platformto cooperate through the exchange of
information, identification of business opportunities and projects for
bot h devel opnents, as well as fostering closer ties between both
organi sati ons through educational |inkages and exchange programes.

MDC is a corporation set up to oversee the inplenentation, pronote and
manage the MSC, a 15km by 50km zone stretching south from Kual a Lunpur,
with the aimat turning Malaysia into a global IT hub.

I nf opark, nmeanwhile, is the organisation responsible for overseeing the
devel opnent of Infopark, the first technol ogy park dedicated to I T based
devel opnent and innovation in Hungary.

Moot ed by the Hungari ans t hemsel ves, O hnman said both countries wll
benefit fromthe MOUin terns of exchange in educational programes and
expertise. For exanple, he said Hungary can al so benefit fromthe Iink
because this will provide themopportunities to interact with other
t echnol ogy hubs in Asia.

"This will also enable themto pronpbte their Infopark to the
mul ti national conpani es which are participating in the MSC, " he said,
addi ng Hungary wel cones any nove by Mal aysi an entrepreneurs to invest in
its technol ogy park.

Covering a 14ha site, the Infopark is | ocated and jointly devel oped by
Budapest Technol ogy I nstitute and Budapest University Technol ogy or known
as Eotvas Lorand Uni versity.

Besi des exchange of information, O hnman said Mal aysia can al so benefit
interns of tapping the rich human resource of the Hungari ans.

"Wth a population of 10.2 million, Hungary is still considered small
But they have achi eved remarkabl e success, having produced ei ght Nobel
prize winners. They were al so able to produce 1,000 engineers within two



nont hs.

" they also clainmed to have been able to produce the nost advanced
finger-printing indentification for the devel opment of multi-purpose
cards, " he added.

O hrman al so said the Hungarians are al so i npressed with Ml aysia's plan
to devel op M5C, which they described as "unique” and a well planned IT
devel oprent .

"They want to gauge the success of our MSC and use this as a nodel for
their own progranme. | think they want to build bridges with an exciting
partner known globally in ternms of econom c growth,"” he added.

On the progress of MSC, Gthman said it is moving rapidly and snoothly,
internms of promotion, marketing and i npl ementation of cyber | aws.

"There are nore than 1,000 conmpanies interested to participate in the
MBSC, and nore European conpani es have shown their intention to participate
in the corridor," he added.

He al so said the ground-breaking of the Multinedia University in
Cyberjaya is expected to conmence in Septenber, while Dr Mahathir is al so
expected to pronote the MSC in the East Coast of the US, including in New
York and Boston i n Novenber
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