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PAHANG FOLK SUPPORT MAHATHI R

PEKAN, Cct 18 (Bernanm) -- About 18,000 people turned up for the | aunch
of the first Ml aysi an-made truck here today to show their support for
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad al though he was absent.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob told reporters after the gathering
that Dr Mahathir had been advised to rest after a bout of flu

Most of those present today had been informed that the prinme mnister
woul d not be present but they wanted to attend to show their undivided
support for him he said.

In view of the large crowmd present, the state governnment and the
organi ser, DRB-H com turned the occasion into a | eader-neet-the people
gat hering, he added

DRB- Hi com executive chairman Datuk Wra Mhaned Sal eh Sul ong, who was
present at the news conference, said he was inforned that Dr Mahathir could
not attend the launch |ast night.

He said that in view of the inportant role played by Dr Mahathir in the
devel opnent of DRB-H com the nmanagenent decided to postpone the function
so that the prine could performthe launch of the national truck hinself.

DRB-Hi com is the nmaker of the national truck through its subsidiary,

Mal aysi an Truck and Bus Sdn Bhd (MIB). Present was Deputy Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's departnent Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahnman, who is also the MP
for Kuantan.

Khalil said that the show of support by the people was a clear signa
to the foreign nedia and fund managers who had attacked the Ml aysi an
currency that not only the people of Pahang but all Ml aysians did not have
to be forced to express their support for the prinme mnister.

"I will convey to the prinme ninister the support of the people of
Pahang for himto continue |leading the country. You have all seen for
yourselves the crowd that cane and even we (state governnent and DRB-Hi con)
were surprised because we only expected a few thousand to turn up after
being infornmed that the prine ninister would not be present,"” he said. --
BERNANA
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