16 FEB 1997
Ti oman- Devel opnent
PAHANG TO PRESERVE THE ENVI RONMENT | N TI OVAN S DEVELOPMENT

KUANTAN, Feb 16 (Bernana) -- The Pahang governnment will preserve the
environnent in the inplenentation of a proposed devel opnent project on
Pul au Tioman, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

Speaking to reporters at a "Kongsi Raya" function organised by the
Kuant an Chi nese Consultative Committee here, he said the project, to be
carried out under the Seventh Ml aysia Plan, was anong nmeasures to increase
t he nunber of tourists to Pulau Ti oman.

He said that the project, nodelled after simlar projects in Italy and
G eece, would include a marina, handicraft bazaar and cafe terrace

Khalil said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had
personally directed the inplenentation of the project when they nmet at
Ti oman recently.

He and Dr Mahathir had also toured Pulau Tionman by boat and helicopter
bef ore di scussing the proposed project further

Khal il said initially a study would be conducted on the | ocation so as
not to cause affect rivers and the catchment area

He gave an assurance that the project would not affect the environnent
and would not involve the felling of trees and clearing of hills.

Khalil said the project would bring nany benefits to the | oca
popul ation especially in enhancing their econom c position through managi ng
touri st spots.

On the Malaysia Electrical Cty (MEC) project in Ganbang here, he said
three of the factory buildings had been conpleted and work to bring in the
equi pnent to enable production to start was in progress.

The construction of the MEC City involving an investnent of about RW

billion is a one-stop centre where foreigners can buy Ml aysi an- nade
el ectrical equipnent. The Pahang governnent and Khazanah Hol di ngs each have
a 20 per cent share in the project. -- BERNAMVA
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