16/ 08/ 1997

Paki st an | ooking to stronger ties

THE Paki st an Hi gh Conmmi ssion cel ebrated the country's 50t h anni versary of
its independence with a flag-raising cerenony at the mssion ground in
Jal an Anpang on Thur sday.

Paki st ani Hi gh Conmi ssi oner Musa Javed Chohan hoi sted the flag together
wi t h Paki stani navy staff Atta Mohamrad.

Earlier, Chohan read the |Independence Day nessages of Pakistan's Prine
M ni ster Nawaz Sharif and its president Sardar Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari
to the about 50 enmbassy personnel, their fanmlies and ot her Pakistan
national s present.

In an interviewwi th the New Straits Tinmes, he said relations between
Paki st an and Mal aysi a were good and set to be enhanced with cl oser
econom ¢ and political co-operation.

This, he said, followed the visit of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to Mal aysia | ast April and the reciprocal visit of
Paki stan Prime M nister Nawaz Sharif here early this nonth.

He al so spoke of Malaysia's inportance in Pakistan's foreign agenda,
especially inits quest to inprove its econom c standing.

"Mal aysi a has, anpng others, experienced exceptional econom c progress
under your Prime Mnister's |eadership, nmaking it a nodel country.

Paki stan would like to emul ate Mal aysia's success in order for us to face
the 21st Century."

Chohan said the great potentials presented by a closer bilateral co-
operation should be taken up especially by Ml aysian i nvestors keen on
expandi ng their ventures abroad.

"Pakistan is ready to provide the incentives for Ml aysian i nvestors who
plan to invest in our country because their presence would help in our
effort to revive our economy."

(END)
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