01/ 08/ 1997

Paki stan PM arrives for three-day visit

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Pakistan Prinme M nister Nawaz Sharif arrived today
to begin a three-day visit to Malaysia ainmed at consolidating econom ¢
ties between the two countries.

He was received at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Al'i.

Al so present were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and
Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali, who is the ninister-in-
at t endance.

Nawaz i s acconpani ed by his wi fe Begum Kul soom and a 50- nenber ent ourage
conprising mnisters and | eadi ng busi nessnen representing different
sectors of the Pakistani econony.

Hi s entourage includes Foreign M nister Gohar Ayub Khan, Conmerce
M ni ster Mohamad | shag Dar, Finance Mnister Sartaj Aziz and chairnman of
Paki stan's Privatisation Comm ssion, Khwaja Asif.

The visit by Nawaz, who becane Prime Mnister for the second tine in
February this year, is to reciprocate a simlar visit by Dr Mahathir to
Paki stan in April.

Fromthe Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport, the Pakistani |eader was driven
to Parlianment Square for an official welcom ng cerenony.

Tonorrow, Nawaz will w tness an agreenents signing cerenony after a
del egations neeting at the Prime Mnister's Department before going for
Friday prayers at Masjid Negara.

He will also be briefed by Economc Planning Unit officials between
courtesy calls by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand
Economni ¢ Advi ser to the Governnent Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Dr Mahathir will host a dinner for Nawaz at Sri Perdana tonorrow.

O her highlights of Nawaz's trip are a visit to Intan, Bukit Kiara, and
a keynote address he will deliver at a | uncheon hosted by the National
Chanber of Commrerce and | ndustry of Ml aysi a.

Bal ance of trade between the two countries stood at US$650 nmillion
(RML.7 billion) for the 1995-96 period. Pakistan inports from Mal aysi a
totalled US$708 nillion (RML.85 billion) while exports anpbunted to US$56
mllion (RML46.7 mllion) for the sane period.
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