31/ 07/ 1997
Paki st an PM hopes to spur joint projects

Davi d Ong- Yeoh
PAKI STAN Prime M nister Nawaz Sharif ains to stinulate and seek early

realisation of nmutually beneficial projects in the comercial, industrial
and financial sectors during his four-day visit to Ml aysi a which begins
t oday.

In an interview w th Business Tines, Nawaz sai d Paki stan intends to
expand its trade with Ml aysia and strengthen private sector |inkages
between the two countries.

"Paki stan and Mal aysia enjoy traditionally friendly relations. There
exists an institutional basis for enhanci ng and expandi ng economi c
cooperation between the two countries," he said.

Noting that there is at present relatively little Pakistani investnent
in Mal aysia, Nawaz said: "One of the purposes of nmy visit is to explore
i nvest nent opportunities for which | have brought |eading investors from
Paki stan. "

Paki st an, he added, is well-positioned to take advantage of investnent
opportunities in Ml aysia because conpani es such as Paki st an Rai | ways,

Tel ecom Corp, Frontier Wrks O gani sation and Nati onal Power Construction
Co have the requisite capability to inplenent turnkey devel opnent
pr oj ect s.

On the political front, Nawaz said Paki stan would Iike to deepen its
relations with the region by joining organi sati ons such as the Associ ation
of Sout h- East Asian Nations and Asi a-Pacific Econoni c Cooperation (Apec)
and participate in the Asean Regi onal Forumas well as the Asia-Europe
Meet i ng.

Nawaz sai d Paki stan consi ders Apec as a mmj or econom c organi sation as
it counts as its nenbers the dynam c econonies, both devel opi ng and
devel oped, of Pacific rimregion.

"W believe that Pakistan's participation in the activities of Apec will
be mutually beneficial to Pakistan as well as nenbers of the Apec.”

This will be Nawaz' first visit to Mal aysia since being named the Prinme
M ni ster follow ng Paki stan's general election in February this year.

Upon arrival, Nawaz, who will be acconpanied by his w fe Begum Kul soom
wi Il seek an audi ence with Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and Raja
Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah.

Nawaz wi Il nmeet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Fri day,
followed by a bilateral nmeeting which will see the signing of a nunber of
agreenments between the two countries.

He will performthe Friday prayers at the National Msque and | ater neet
Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Nawaz is al so scheduled to attend a briefing at the Econoni ¢ Pl anni ng
Unit of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Later in the afternoon, Nawaz will receive a courtesy call by Econom c
Advi ser to the Governnment Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

The Pakistani Prime Mnister will deliver a keynote address at a
| uncheon hosted by the National Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry of
Mal aysi a on Sat ur day.
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