08/ 01/ 1997
PM s trophy for rally | aunched

K. Don Buddhadasa

THE Prime M nister's Chall enge Trophy for Persatuan Pernotoran Ml aysi a-
organi sed Asian Cross Country rallies was | aunched during a Chri st nmas
charity dinner held at Putra Wrld Trade Centre, Kuala Lunpur recently.

PPM formed in Decenber 1995 to pronote and organi se notoring sports
activities, has planned a total of five rallies until the year 2000.

The first in the series is the Silverstone Tire and Rubber Co Sdn Bhd-
sponsored Silverstone Asian Cross-Country Rally 1996 which was fl agged of f
at Dataran Merdeka, Kuala Lunpur |ast Aug 25.

Team Si |l verstone duo Kok Tsin Yee and David Tham who energed tops in
Ral |y 1996, received the trophy four nonths | ate during the dinner.

The t eam manager was Zai nal Abi ddi n Sabl ee.

The trophy was conceptual when the Asian Rally series was born and the
event needed a purpose. And the purpose was to allow Ml aysi an and
international participants to challenge for a trophy that behol ds the
Prime M nister of Ml aysia.

The trophy had to be special; so special that it could not be nade on
time during the actual running of the event and had to be presented four
mont hs after the event was over, said PPMsecretary-general Steven Ng.

Together with the trophy, five replicas have been made for the five
rallies, one of which was presented to the Team Sil verst one duo.

Land and Co-operative Devel opnent Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Nik
Mohamad Zain Ni k Yusof officiated on behalf of the Mnister Datuk Osu
Sukam at the launch of the trophy.

Al so present were Silverstone executive director Phang WAi Yeen, PPM
vi ce- presi dent Datuk Mhamad Hi I nmi Ismail and Datuk Dr Mohamed Mydin
Mohaned Musa. A total of 52 |ocal and foreign teans took part in Rally
1996.

Al so, there were another 20 vehicles for officials, sponsors,

i nternational nedia and a doctor.

Team Si |l verstone KMA Isuzu al so clinched victories in dass 6 Production
Limted, Cass 12 Inproved Production Linmted and O ass 15 Open Unlimted.
The conpetition stages covered a variety of terrains and skills which
i ncl uded overcom ng thick jungles, crossing rivers, thick nud, beaches and

hi gh speed rally in estates.

Silverstone plans to do a roadshow to exhibit the trophy to al
Mal aysi ans as well as get the Prinme Mnister to bless the trophy during
t he roadshow.

At the sane function Hi -Rev 1st Mal aysia I nternational three-day Enduro
' 97 was | aunched.

This is an off-road bi ke event that takes riders to sone of the
country's nost beautiful rainforests, estates, jungles and forner |ogging
trails.

Endur o neans Endurance, and it is thus a test of riders' skill and
physi cal fitness and participants will be covering a total of 1,500km  for
which they will need a | ot of stam na.

Ng said Silverstone had donated four nodified scooters for PPMs 1997
charity progranmre.

The four-wheel er scooters would be given to four identified disabled
candi dates. Al other donations received would al so go to charity.
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