13/ 11/ 1997

Pal moi| sector expected to earn RML3bn this year

Fadzi| Gnazali
MALAYSI A's pal moil sector, whose performance has excell ed during the
present currency crisis, is expected to generate RML3 billion in revenue

this year, the Dewan Rakyat was tol d yesterday.

Deputy Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said this
proj ected revenue is higher by RV billion conpared to | ast year.

Wndi ng up points raised by Menbers of Parlianment during the debate on
the Supply Bill 1998 at the conmittee stage, he said that although the
depreciation of the ringgit over the last five nonths is a factor in the
sector's inproved performance this year, there are al so other contributing
factors.

"The Government's relentless efforts to nurture the industry to becone
conpetitive should not be overl ooked, he added.

To make the industry even nore effective and efficient, he said that the
Governnent is in the process of nerging its two pal moil agencies, nanely
Pal m G| Registration and Licensing Authority (Porla) and the PalmQ |
Research Institute of Malaysia (Porim.

"W will try our best to table the Bill to establish the Ml aysi an Pal m
Ol Board at this session or the next session," he added.

H shanmuddi n said the proposed board resulting fromthe nerger, is
expected to boost the industry's conpetitiveness and reduce the
CGovernnent's expenditure in nurturing the sector.

* MALAYSIA s tin consunption this year is expected to increase by 204
tonnes to 6,200 tonnes agai nst |ast year's consunption of 5,996 tonnes.

W ndi ng up the debate on the Supply Bill 1998, Deputy Primary |Industries
M ni st er Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n added that domestic tin concentrates
production this year is expected to remain at the same | evel as |ast year
at 5, 000 tonnes.

* MALAYSI A, which ranks among the best in forest nanagenent, has a
hi gher percentage of forest cover than nost devel oped nati ons.

Deputy Primary Industries M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said at
present, the country has 72 per cent of its land area covered with forest,
of which 18.9 million hais virgin forest.

W nding up points raised during the debate on the Supply Bill 1998 at
the conmttee stage, he said this was based on an international survey of
forest and plantation cover of various countries.

Under the survey, the US has 31.6 per cent forest cover, Holland with
18. 8 per cent, and the UK has 10.2 per cent of its land covered with
forest and pl antati ons.

On illegal |ogging, he noted that the mnistry has inplenented various
action plans to curb the activities, and this include anmendi ng the
Nati onal Forestry Act to introduce stiffer penalties.

Under the anmended Law, offenders face a mandatory prison sentence of
bet ween one and 20 years and a naxi mum penal ty of RMb00, 000 for ill ega
| oggi ng activities.

* THE Bari san Nasi onal Backbenchers C ub (BBC) yesterday called on the
CGovernnent to table a special notion at the Dewan Rakyat to protest
against the US for its intention to investigate Petronas.

The novenent al so suggested tabling of a confidence notion to express
full support for the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad as the
Prime M nister of Ml aysia.

Chai rman Ruhani e Ahnmad told reporters at the Parlianent's |obby that the



BBC hopes the Government will table the notion as soon as possible.
( END)
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