16 SEP 1997

PALM O L | NDUSTRY HAS MANY NEW FRONTI ERS TO TAP, SAYS HI SHAMUDDI N

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 16 (Bernamm) -- There are many new frontiers that
remain to be fully tapped by the local palmoil industry as Ml aysian palm
oil and its products are a natural match for nany devel oping nations in
terms of cost competitiveness, nutrition, easy-to-digest qualities and the
ability to | ower the bl ood chol esterol |evel

This was stated today by Deputy Mnister of Primary Industries Datuk
Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussein, who acconpanied Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mbhamad to Mongolia and Kyrgyzstan recently.

Speaki ng at the opening of the 17th Palm Q| Faniliarisation Programme
here, he said the local palmoil industry nust |earn nore about the
specific requirenents and needs of foreign custoners.

He said it must be responsive to those needs and remain dynanic,
successful and profitable.

He told reporters later that such a fanmiliarisation programme is al so
inportant for the local palmoil industry as by educating prospective
buyers it can indirectly overcone the negative canpaigns and tariff
barriers on Ml aysian palmoil.

As a followup to Dr Mahathir's visit to Mongolia, he pointed out, a
Mongol is participating in the fanmiliarisation progranme.

He added the followup is also a recognition of the governnent's effort
to enhance the relationship anong south-south countries and devel opi ng
nati ons.

He said he had personally seen interest anobng the Mngols and the
Kyrgyzs in Mal aysi an products.

Apart from educating the prospective buyers on palmoil and its
product, he said it is also crucial for Ml aysians to |earn about the
conditions of country they want to market their products in.

For exanple, he said, in Mingolia the tenperature in certain nonths
will be very cold and sonetinmes the liquid oil mght freeze and this is one
of the challenges that Ml aysi an exporters have to overcone.

In addition, he said, despite a small population of 2.5 million
Mongolia could be a strategic base for Ml aysian products to penetrate the
nearby nmarkets, |ike China and Russi a.

On efforts by the industry to pronmote palmoil and its products in
Mongol i a, Hi shamuddin said the Palm Ol Research Institute of Ml aysia
(PORIM has planned to hold a palmoil familiarisation progranme in
Mongol i a next year.

On his visit to Kyrgyztan, he said the Kyrgyztan Covernnent has asked
Mal aysia to help them fornulate an economic blueprint for the country,
including identifying potential industrial clusters to be devel oped.

Dr Byambaa Khuukhenkhuu, executive director of the Food Research &
Producti on "HUNSTECH' Corporation of ©Mngolia, said his participation in
the famliarisation progranme was a followup to the recent signing in
Mongolia of a nmenorandum of understanding on palm oil application between
HUNSTECH and the Malaysian Mnistry of Primary |ndustries.

He added the Mongols have started using Ml aysian golden oil (palmoil)
i mported from Singapore as it is cheaper and suitable for bakery products.

Mongolia, he said, is interested in inporting crude palmoil directly
from Mal aysia and refine it itself. -- BERNAMA
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