06/ 01/ 1997

Pandi t han denies tal k of nmerger with PPP

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Indian Progressive Front president Senator MG
Pandi t han deni ed today that the party woul d be dissol ved to nake way for
its menbers to join the People' s Progressive Party.

Expressing shock over reports on the nerger, he said what had been
agreed upon was the need for closer co-operation.

"There has never been any nention of a nerger. | was surprised to read
about it in the newspapers.”

"IPF is prepared to work with anyone who believes in the spirit and
struggl e of the Barisan Nasional. But there has never been any question of
di ssolving the I PF."

Pandi t han said he would "rather die than see the party di ssol ved",
adding it would be an act of betrayal to disband the | PF wi thout prior
consultation with its nmenbers who, he clai ned, nunbered 500, 000.

He was speaking after the party's fifth general assenbly which was
opened by Umo Youth chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di

On Wednesday, PPP president Datuk M Kayveas said the party was prepared
to absorb | PF nenbers.

He said that |eaders of the two parties had begun negotiations on the
matter several nonths ago and had agreed to work cl osely.

Kayveas said | PF menbers could join PPP as associate nenbers to
determ ne whether they could all be "confortabl e" working together.

On its bid to join the BN, Pandithan said the | PF woul d appeal to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who is al so BN chairman, to
review t he consensus systemwhich requires that applications by new
parties to join the coalition be agreed upon by all conponent parties.

(I PF s application has been unsuccessful so far due to M C obj ections).

Pandi t han |i kened t he consensus systemto the veto power held by the
five permanent menbers of the United Nations Security Council, saying both
wer e obsol ete.

Asked if he was confident that the party would be accepted into the BN
Pandi t han said it would be accepted eventually as "reality would prevail"”

He said this could be seen fromthe support the party received fromthe
I ndi an communi ty.

Ahmad Zahi d said Umo Youth had adopted an open attitude towards the |PF
joining the BN, adding that he did not see any reason for the party's bid
to be rejected.

Asked whet her Umo Youth endorsed the nove, he said: "I think their open
attitude is stronger than an endorsenent."

He said if the consensus systemwas obstructing the | PF's adm ttance
into the BN, then Umo Youth was ready to ask Dr Mahathir for the system
to be reviewed.

On whether relations with thw M C would be strained following the | PF's
call for the consensus systemto be abolished, Ahmad Zahid sai d both sides
woul d di scuss the natter.

He said facts and realities had to be accepted, adding that the | PF had
arole to play in chanpioning the interests of the Indians.

Earlier in his speech, Ahmad Zahid called on the Indian commnity to
bury their differences and work towards devel oprent.

What was inportant he said, were not parties like the MC and | PF and
their | eaders, but that Indian social, political and econonic standards be
rai sed.
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