15/ 01/ 1997
Panel conprises IT s who's who (HL)

Must apha Kami| in Los Angel es

LCS Angel es, Tues: The conposition of the International Advisory Panel
(IAP) for Malaysia' s Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) reads |ike a who's
who |ist of the international information technology (IT) industry and
related fields.

The AP, which is chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, will hold its inaugural neeting at the Stanford University on
Thursday. Also in the panel, is Malaysia' s Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corp
(MDC) executive chairman, Tan Sri Dr Ot hman Yeop Abdul | ah. (See table)

M crosoft's Bill Gates, IBMs Louis Gerstner, Fujitsu's Tadash
Seki zawa, Sienmens' Heinrich von Pierer and Toffler & Associates' Alvin
Toffler will however not attend Thursday's neeting at Stanford University
in San Franci sco.

Bri efi ng newsnmen today, MDC chief operating officer, Dr Mhanmed Arif
Nun, said in principle the AP would |ike to neet annually, although this
has not been finalised.

He said the next neeting would be held in Ml aysia, and subsequently in
ot her nati ons.

On why there are no Mal aysi an corporate representatives on the panel, he
said the initial period of the MSC project's inplenentation is expected to
be very intense where Mal aysi a woul d concentrate on getting between 20 and
30 leading international IT conpanies into the corridor.

The conpanies represented in the | AP are all renowned nanes and | eaders
of the multinedia industry in North America, Europe, Japan, Taiwan and
Sout h Kor ea.

EDS Corp, for exanple, is a systens integrati on and nanagenent world
| eader with a revenue of US$12.4 billion (US$1 = RMR.47) in 1995.

Net scape Communi cations Corp is a | eading provider of open client server
and integrated applications software that supports infornmati on exchange
and comerci al transactions over the Internet.

Appl e, Sony and M crosoft require no introduction, being household
nanes, while Oracle is one of the world's | eadi ng vendors and devel opers
of dat abase managenent systens software.

Sun M crosystens, neanwhile, enploys sonme 15, 600 people and generated a
revenue of US$5.9 billion in 1995. It is the forenpst conpany in the
provision of enterprise-w de network conputing sol utions and I nternet
t echnol ogi es.

NTT i s Japan's | argest supplier of teleconmunications services and is
second only to AT&T of US in the world.

Hew ett Packard is an international manufacturer of measurenent and
conput ati on products and systens used in industries, business,
engi neering, nedicine and education. Headquartered in Palo Alto, the
conpany reported a net revenue of US$38 billion |ast year.

Taiwan's Acer Group is a |l eading personal conputers nanufacturer in Asia
and Latin Anmerica and also a top-10 brand in the worl d.

Descri bi ng the probable scenario at the neeting, Arif said Ml aysi a
woul d treat the MSC as a concept to be presented to the internationa
conpani es.

"W will do plenty of listening," he said, adding that the panelists are
expected to provide their inputs as to what is required to nake the
proj ect a success.

In Kual a Lunpur, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Abu



Hassan Omar said the Governnent plans to update and further tighten
provi sions of the existing Copyright Act 1987 to nake it nore specific
with regards to the multinmedi a sector

The proposed anendnents will make the provisions clearer as well as
bring themin line with the growing inportance of the nultinedia sector in
the country, he said.

"They (the anmendnents) are necessary in view of the country's strong
enphasis on information technol ogy and nmultinmedia,” he told reporters
after attending the ministry's nonthly gathering.

Abu Hassan said with the introduction of cyber |aws and the anendnent of
the Copyright Act, the interests of investors participating in MSC project
will be further protected.

He noted that at present, matters related to nultinedia are treated only
general ly under Section 8 of the Act which pertains to derivative works.

Derivative works refer to translations, adaptations, arrangenents and
other transformations of literary, nusical or artistic works, which by
reason of the selection and arrangenent of their contents, constitute
intell ectual creations.

It is understood that the nministry wants the Act anended this year.
Oficials of the ministry are currently |looking into the matter.
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