04/ 07/ 1997

Panel to discuss | PPF charter on sex, reproduction

KLANG, Thurs. - The International Planned Parenthood Federation will hold
a panel discussion on the | PPF Charter on Sexual and Reproductive Rights
soon.

The obj ective would be to cone up with recommendations to further
advance sexual and reproductive rights in the region, its regional
director, V.T. Pal an sai d today.

The panel discussion has been scheduled for July 25 at the N kko Hot el
i n Jal an Anpang, Kual a Lunpur.

About 100 participants fromvaried backgrounds including wonmen's rights
and heal th advocates, |lawers and acadenics are expected at the one-day
neet i ng.

Pal an said the charter represented | PPF' s response to the chall enge of
defining sexual and reproductive rights in human rights terms.

The two key objectives of the charter, he added were:

* to raise awareness of the extent to which sexual and reproductive
ri ghts have al ready been recogni sed as human rights by the internationa
community in internationally adopted UN and ot her decl arations,
conventi ons and covenants; and,

* to nmake cl ear the connection between human rights | anguage and key
i ssues relevant to sexual and reproductive rights - to make the link
between for exanple, the right to privacy, and the right to
confidentiality when seeking sexual and reproductive health care services.

Twel ve rights have been identified in the charter. They include the
Right to Life; to Liberty and Security of Person; to Equality, and to be
Free fromall Forns of Discrimnation; to Information and Education; to
choose whether or not to marry and to found and plan a famly.

The panelists include Dr Vanessa Griffen, co-ordinator of the Gender and
Devel opnent programme at the Asian and Pacific Devel opnent Centre; Dr
Kart ono Mbhamad, president of the Indonesian Planned Parent hood
Associ ation and Dr Rashi dah Shuib of the School of Medical Sciences,

Uni versiti Sains Ml aysia, Kelantan canpus.

Pal an said the Mnister for National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent, Datin
Paduka Zal eha Ismail, would open the panel discussion in which director-
general of the National Popul ation and Fami |y Devel opnent Board Dr Raj
Kari m and president of Ml aysian Al DS Council, Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hir, woul d be speci al speakers.
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