30/ 01/ 1997

Panel to ensure safety for Everest clinbers

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin
sai d today contingency plans would be drawn up to ensure the safety of
Mal aysi an clinbers making their ascent on Mount Everest in Muy.

He said a Crisis Managenent Conmittee would be set up to prepare for
possi bl e emergenci es and nonitor any situation that coul d jeopardi se the
safety of the clinbers.

Anmpong those expected to be on the conmttee are experts on nountain
clinmbing fromthe Arned Forces, the Police Force and representatives from
the Health M nistry.

Muhyi ddin said the Mnistry would hold a neeting next week to discuss
the setting up of the commttee.

He was speaking at a Press conference after receiving a courtesy cal
from17 nenbers of the Mal aysi a Everest Team 1997, |ed by expedition
| eader Noor Raml | e Sul ai man.

At the Press conference, Mihyiddin presented the Ml aysian
Mount ai neeri ng Associ ati on with RvB80, 000 as a donation towards the
expedition. Atotal of RML.3 mIlion has been spent for the Ml aysia
Everest Project 1997.

The teamwi || | eave for Kathmandu, Nepal, on March 1 to begin
preparations for the final assault on the summit of Mount Everest on May
10.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is expected to send the
teamof f on the Kemuncak Dunia (Top of the World) expedition.

Muhyi ddi n said the project had stirred the patriotic spirit of
Mal aysi ans of all races. He said the people should pray for the success of
the project and the safe return of the clinbers.

He added that to keep the nation informed on the expedition' s |atest
devel opnents, a secretariat would be set up in Kathnmandu to receive
i nformation sent by Tel ekonms Mal aysi a and RTM
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