17/ 06/ 1997

Paper prai ses our policies

BEI RUT, Mon: Mal aysia's pragnatic policies and econom c success were
hi ghlighted today in the Daily Star, a Lebanese daily newspaper. In an
editorial entitled "The Ml aysi an nodel ", the paper described Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who arrived here today for an
official visit, as "a man of vision" and a pragmatic | eader."

It said: "At times, Dr Mahathir has conbined the best of Western
econom ¢ values with anti-Western rhetoric. Indeed at 71, he has becone
the master of the craft."

The editorial quoted the prine minister as saying "If you can't fight
them join then' and "You cannot avoid Hol |l ywood. That's exactly why we're
here," he said when promoting the Mil ti medi a Super Cooridor (MSC) earleir
this year.

But this, according to the Daily Star, reflects the reality of Ml aysia
as an Eastern, Miuslimcountry which cherishes its traditions and cul ture,
and yet realises that success in the nodern, gl obal econony depends on the
free flow of informati on and trade, on the i nnovati on and on the
successful anticipation of narket trends.

Mal aysi an pl anners are well aware that its reserves of oil and gas will
last for only another 15 to 20 years. The editorial also touched on the
worl d"s tallest buildings - the Petronas Twin Towers and the "bi ggest
project still", the MSC.

According to the editrial, Lebanese | eaders have inportant |essons to
|l earn fromDr Mahathir and Mal aysia. First and nost inportantly, the world
is a rapidly changi ng pl ane where technol ogi cal transformation nust be
enbraced whol eheartedly and with i magi nati on - on an optional extra.

Secondl y, that successful economi es seek to open up the flow of trade
and i nformation rather than close themdown - whether consciously through
inmposing tariffs to "protect” donestic industry or create "self-
sufficiency", or through a slothful failure to tackle Custons
inefficiencies or the violation of intellectual property rights.

Thirdly, econom c success is not dependent on a slavish copying of al
things Western. It is possible to pick out what is appropriate or
beneficial. Gowh does not nean accepting environmental degradation nor
rising crine.

The editorial adds that the contrast between Lebanese gover nnent
policies on these questions with those of Malaysia well illustrate how far
the world is changing. "It well illustrates too the nature of the
chal | enge whi ch Lebanon faces. It would be well for our political class to
use Dr Mahathir's visit as a cue for some deep and careful reflection.”

Referring to the inaugural neeting the Devel oping-8 (D-8) neeting which
ended in |stanbul yesterday, the editorial said Dr Mahathir could "hold
his head very high." It said the signs are good that the D8 will seek to
conbi ne cooperation between its nenbers with further econonic
liberalisation. D8 groups Turkey, Ml aysia, |ndonesia, |ran, Egypt,

Ni geri a, Bangl adesh and Paki st an.

Even so, it adds that the summt's host, Turkey's Prinme M nister
Necnettin Erbakan, "must | ook enviously at the Ml aysi an nodel where the
country's Islanmic character seens to marry so snoothly with commerci a
success and rapi d nmoderni sation."

( END)
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