10 JAN 1997
Ham d- Punk
PARENTS BLAMED FOR SPREAD OF PUNK CULTURE AMONG YQUTHS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Department Datuk Abdul Hamid O hman today said parents should share the
bl ame for the spread of punk culture anmong Mal aysi an youths.

He said many parents, including those in the corporate sector, gave
unlimted freedomto their children as a result of which they indulged in
unheal thy activities.

"The children should not be totally blaned for their involvenment in
negative activities, the parents should also share the blane for not
disciplining and limting their children's freedom since small," he told
reporters after opening an exhibition on fasting and Hari Raya Puasa at the
Nati onal Mosque.

Abdul Hamid was conmenting on the unhapi ness expressed by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad yesterday over the involvenment of |ocal youths in punk
cul ture which he said advocated vi ol ence.

In a speech to university students, the Prime Mnister chastised youths
who blindly adopted the Western culture which has begun to take root in the
this country especially in the federal capital

Abdul Hamid said sone wealthy people in the country were always too
busy to provide guidance to their fanmilies, and had never enphasi sed on the
i mportance religious education

"Since the Muslim conmunity in Malaysia is new to the corporate world
and with their village and agriculture background, the influx of changes
can greatly confuse them™ he said.

In order to overcone the problem the religious departnent is getting
nosques, suraus and Parent-Teachers Associations to conbat negative
t endenci es anobng yout h.

Meanwhil e, Umo Youth today called on the authorities to take
preventive neasures agai nst the spread of the punk an skinhead culture in
the country.

Its chief Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Hamidi said in a statement that the
novenent viewed seriously the adopting of the Wstern culture by l|oca
yout hs, especially Ml ays.

He said al though there were no | egal provisions to detain the youths,
efforts could be taken to prevent such activities just like the way police
carried out spot checks in anusenent centres previously. -- BERNAVA
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