17 NOvV 1997
Chi rac- Mal aysi a
PARI'S TO ENHANCE FRANCE- M SI A | NDUSTRI AL COOPERATI ON

LANGKAW, Nov 17 (Bernamm) -- President Jacques Chirac today said
France is keen to step up industrial cooperation with Malaysia in civil or
mlitary projects.

"I told Dr Mahathir that we are very keen to strengthen industrial
cooperation including the construction of sophisticated civil or mlitary
products,” he said at a joint news conference after neeting Ml aysian Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad here.

Chirac said that while Franco-Mal aysia political relations were good,
econonm ¢ |ingkages between the two countries could be enhanced.

The French President said there were 235 French conpanies in Ml aysia
now and the nunmber was on the increase.

He said France and Europe hoped to increase ties with Asia and within a
br oader context of the Asia-Europe-United States triangle.

He al so said Asean, which was reinforcing its cohesiveness, could be
one of the world' s powerful groupings in politics, econonmics and culture
i ke the European Union.

Chirac said Dr Mahathir and he also affirned France, Ml aysia and
Japan's intention to undertake concerted devel opnent programmes in Africa.

"Africa is now progressing in the proper direction in terns of
devel opnent, and even if there are difficulties, they nust not underm ne
the reality of the changes taking place there.

"And we think that the three countries could coordinate their actions
to make them nore efficient and productive,” said Chirac.

The French president also discussed Canbodia with Dr Mahathir but they
did not make any stand on the replacenent of First Prine Mnister Prince
Nor odom Rannari dh who was deposed | ast July.

"It is an internal affair of Canmbodia but on the other hand, we hope
that the Cambodi an el ectoral process being undertaken will pronote safety
to encourage the return of Canbodian political figures to enable themto
contribute towards the re-establishnment of peace, stability and denocracy
in that country,” Chirac said.

He said Dr Mahathir and he concurred that Canbodia should fulfil the
prerequisites for adm ssion into Asean as soon as possible.

The two | eaders al so discussed the degradation of the peace process in
West Asia, the proposed withdrawal of foreign troops from
Bosni a- Hezergovina, the United Nations and the up-coni ng environnent
conference in Kyoto, Japan, on harnful gas em ssion.

On Iragq, Chirac said he had an hour-1ong tel ephone discussion with US
president Bill Cinton over the issue yesterday.

"France hopes that the crisis will cone to end as soon as possible,” he
sai d.

lraq is facing possble military action by the United States foll ow ng
Baghdad' s decision to expel American weapon inspectors working for the
Uni ted Nations Special Conmm ssion to disarmlragqg.

Mal aysi an officials present at the Mahathir-Chirac neeting were
Mal aysi an Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Special Envoy
of the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Ahnmad Kami| Jaafar and Petronas president Tan
Sri Hassan Mari can.

The French side include Diplomatic Counsellor to the Presidency
Jean-David Levitte and France Foreign Under Secretary for Asean Departnent
Francoi s Dopfer and Special Envoy of the President for Franco- Ml aysian



rel ati ons, Jean-Cl aude Paye. -- BERNAVA
MAM r n
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