12/ 05/ 1997

Party menbers urged to hold on to idealismfor surviva

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo should hold on to its idealismif it is to
survive and continue with its struggles, an academi cian told a forumin
conjunction with the party's 51st anniversary cel ebration today.

Uni versiti Malaya's history departnent Professor Madya Mahadzir Mhd
Khir said Umo woul d be destroyed if nmenbers forgot its ideals which were
based on religion, race and the country.

Mahadzir said the lack of idealismin the party's nmenmbers could lead to
themforgetting what the party stood for and mght in turn breed
corrupti on and abuse of power.

He al so quoted a Mal ay proverb "Biar mati anak jangan nati adat" which
he descri bed as advice to di scard nenbers who went against the party's
i deal s.

"All Umo nmenbers are friends and brothers but once a nenber steps out
of line, he becones the party's foe," Mahadzir told a crowd of 1,000 at
the "Unraveling of Umo's history: Success and Chal | enges" forum

The forumheld in conjunction with the party anniversary cel ebrations
and was attended by party president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mbhanad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, his
deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand Datin Seri Dr WAn Azi zah WAn | snai
and ot her Umo menbers.

It was chaired by Utusan Mal aysia G oup editor-in-chief Johan Jaafar
wi th panel nenbers conprising veteran journalist Tan Sri A Sanmad | smai |
fornmer Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mistapha Jabar and Mahadzir

On a lighter note, Mahadzir said | eaders in general had their own
strengt hs and weaknesses while citing Dr Mahathir as an exanple of a
| eader with a maj or weakness.

"Dr Mahathir has only one weakness. But it is a najor weakness. Hi s
weakness i s nobody can specul ate his noves. Nobody can predict what he's
going to do," he said to the laughter of the crowd.

Conmenti ng on Mahadzir's discussions on idealismand ideol ogi es, Johan
suggested that Umo Youth hold another forumto di scuss the subject at
| engt h.

Earlier, Samad said the party nust remain flexible and pragmatic inits
future approach, if it wants to remain as the | eading mass novenent in the
country,

"The willingness of past Umo | eaders to accept other parties, headed by
the different communities as partners, is the basis of the country we have
today, " he said.

Samad sai d Umo | eaders must al so be receptive to newideas and willing

to accept constructive criticism

He said al though Umo nmenbers were now nore affluent than in the past,
they still possessed npbst of the idealismand spirit of nenbers during the
party's formation and its struggle for independence.

Samad sai d Umo nmenbers nust continue to | ook at the past, not for
nostal gia, but as a rem nder of what the party stood for, as a guide for
the future.

Must apha recounted the birth of Umo followi ng a neeting at the Sultan
Sul ai man Cl ub in March, 1946.

He said during the three-day neeting, which was attended by 171
del egates from 41 associations, it was recommended that a single party be
established to unite the Ml ays.



Must apha said it was after the nmeeting that Umo was established on May
11, although initially the party was referred to as United Ml ays
Or gani sati on.

He said the word "national" was |ater included on the advice of
nationalist Pendeta Za'ba, as it would reflect the party's role as a nass
novenent .

( END)
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